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Curriculum vita

EDUCATION:

*Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Political Science, 1998.

Northern Illinois University DeKalb, IL
Areas of concentration: Comparative politics,
International Relations, Public Administration

*Master of Public Administration, May 1993.

Emphasis: Policy Analysis, Personnel Management.
University of Illinois at Springfield (formerly Sangamon 
State University).

*Bachelor of Arts, May 1991. Major, Labor Relations, Minor, 
    Economics.              

University of Illinois at Springfield (formerly Sangamon 
State University).

*Ecole Nationale d’Administration (National School of
    Administration), Mauritania. 
    Labor Inspector Degree, July 1979.                     

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

*Assistant Professor of Black Studies and Political Science 
The College of Wooster, Wooster Ohio.

    *Interim Assistant Director Center for Black Studies
        Northern Illinois University 

*Instructor and teaching assistant.
Department of Political Science, Center for Black 
Studies, Northern Illinois University 
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CLASSES TAUGHT:
 “Introduction to comparative Politics” (PSCI 140)
 "American Foreign Policy" (POLS 181) (co-taught with 
Dr. Daniel Kempton).
 “Cotemporary Politics and Ideologies” (PSCI 130)
 “Africa: Myths and Reality,” First Year Seminar
 "Introduction to African Studies" IDSP 219, a multi- 

     disciplinary Course. 
 "Educating for Cultural Sensitivity" (IDSP 211)
 "Introduction to Black Studies" (BlST 102)
 "Pan-Africanism" (BLST 245)
 “Politics and Government of Africa” (PSCI 247)
 "Issues in Higher Education: Race, Class and Gender on
  Campus and Beyond"
 “Racism 101” 
 “Martin, Malcom, and Mandela” BLST 200
 “French Colonialism in West Africa: Evolution and
   Legacy” IDPT 200
 "Introduction to African History" taught as a volunteer
 at the Marcus Garvey summer school for inner-city youth 
(Sangamon State University, Springfield, IL) 1991, 1992.

 
PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

*Associate Director of Labor Services of Mauritania 1986-
1988.

  *Regional Labor Inspector 1980-1986.    

HONORS AND AWARDS:

• Sangamon State University international Student
  Scholarship Award, 1989.                            
• Dean's List, every semester 1989-1991.
• Lincoln Academy Award 1991(annual award to one senior
  from each university in Illinois).
• Who's Who among American universities, 1990-1993.
• Student Speaker All African Students' Conference,1993.
• First in the class for Labor Inspector Degree, BA, and
  MPA.
• BA with High Honors
• Student Marshall at 1991 and 1993 graduation 
  ceremonies.
• Northern Illinois University Alumni Association
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  Scholarship Award, 1997.                              
• Rockefeller Foundation African Dissertation Workshop
  Award, 1997, 1998.

• Various College of Wooster Faculty Development Fund
  Grants (1999-2002).                         

 • Henry Luce III Fund for Distinguished Scholarship, 2002 
 

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS:
• Regular Reviewer for Armed Forces & Society, Journal 

of Political and Military Sociology,
• Fellow, Inter-University Seminar on Armed Forces and
   Society.
  
• Editorial Board Member: Journal of Political and 
  Military sociology; Armed Forces & society;
  Democracy and Development

       BOOKS:
  • The Challenge of Institutionalizing Civilian Control: 

          Botswana, Ivory Coast, and Kenya in Comparative 
          Perspective. (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2001)

•  Not Yet Democracy: West Africa’s Slow Farewell to
         Authoritarianism, co-authored volume, 2005

• Ould Taya: Colonel, Boss, President: The Making of a 
Petty Tyrant (work in progress)

• Security Sector Governance in West Africa (co-edited 
volume, work in progress)

ARTICLES:

• "Taking the 'National Army' out of the Political
  Process in Africa." Scope: The Journal of African 
  American Thought 1(3) Fall 1994:54-67
 

       • Guest-Editor Special Issue of the Journal of Political
          and Military Sociology "Military Involvement of the 
          Military in West African Politics" Winter 2000. 
       
       • "Ivory Coast's Civilian Control Strategies 1961-1998: A 

   Critical Assessment" Journal of Political and Military
   Sociology 29 (1) 2000, 247-270.

       • “The Military in the Politics of West African”  
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   Journal of Political and Military

   Sociology 29 (1) 2000, 187-190. 
       • “The Military  in West African Politics: A Selective

   Bibliography” Journal of Political and Military
  Sociology 29 (1)), 2000, 356-359.

          
• “Mauritania’s Stalled Democratization” 
   The Journal of Democracy 12 (2) July 2001, 88-95.

 •  “How not to Institutionalize Civilian Control: Kenya’s
   Strategies, 1964-1999” Armed Forces & Society, 28 (4)
   Summer 2002, 619-640.

• “The Effect of Mauritania’s ‘Human Rights Deficit’ on
  the Democratization Process: A Case against ‘to Forgive
  and Forget” Journal of African Policy Studies, 2003

 
•  Beyond the Berlin Conference/OAU Framework: A Pan-
   African Analysis of Africa’s Security Crisis” The
  Journal of African Policy Studies, 7 (1) 2002, 107-129

  
       • “Mauritania’s Political Development1960-2003:
         Mirage Democracy, All Too Real Woes.  Democracy and  
         Development: Journal of West African Affairs, 4(1),
         2003
 
       • “Kenya’s Civil-Military Relations since Independence: A
         Critical Assessment,” Book chapter (forthcoming, Africa
         Center for Strategic Studies, Washington, D.C.).

  • “Côte d’Ivoire, The Miracle that Wasn’t: Flawed
Civil-Military Relations and Missed Opportunities”
Book chapter (in George Kieh, Jr. and 

          Pita.O. Agbese, eds. The Military Question in West
          Africa forthcoming, Frank Cass, 2004).

  • “Democratizing security sector governance in 
          West Africa: trends and challenges” 
          Conflict, Security& Development 5:2 August 2005 
          (coauthored article)
          

  •    “Not a Miracle after all... Cote  D'ivoire's Downfall:
          Flawed Civil-Military Relations and Missed
          Opportunities” Scientia Militaria 33 (1), 2005.
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  CONFERENCE PAPERS, OTHER SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES:

• “The Common African Defense and Security Policy and 
            Civil Society Organizations: A View from the
            Periphery” Presented at the AU-CSOs workshop: Accra,
            August 29-31, 2005. 

• “The Common African Defense and Security Policy and 
            the Conclusions of the Military SIPRI-ASDR 
            Expenditure Project,” Addis Abeba, April 17-19, 2005 

• “A strange Pan-Africanism of Suffering: Endless
  Refugee Crisis in Africa as a Security Problem
  Without Borders” Presented at DePauw University 
  Green Castle, Indiana November 9, 2004.

• Participant/Facilitator in the International 
  Seminar on “The Security Challenge of Small Arms and

  Light Weapons Proliferation” in Africa Held in
  Kampala Uganda, October 1-8, 2004.

• Author of a civil-military relations survey on Togo, 
Mauritania, and The Gambia survey for the Federal 

Research Division (FRD) of The Library of
  Congress, 2003-2004
 

•  “Humanitarian Emergencies as a Security Problem

             Without Borders in Africa: A Strange Pan-Africanism 
             of Suffering presented at the University of 
             Ibadan’s Center for Peace and Conflict Studies 
             (CEPACS) in Nigeria, May 2004.

          • “The Challenges of Security Governance in guinea
            presented at the Democratic Control of Armed Forces
            international conference on Security Governance
            in Africa held in Abuja, Nigeria, April, 2004.
            
      • “Not a Miracle After All: Cote d’Ivoire’s Downfall-
            Flawed Civil-Military Relations and Missed
            Opportunities” presented at the Inter-University 
            Seminar (IUS) on Armed Forces and Society annual 
            Conference, Chicago October 24-26, 2003.
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  • “Liberia: Illusive Quest for Liberty” presented at
            The College’s Wooster’s International Student Week”
            11/10/2003.
       
            

  • “NEPAD Action Plans and Human security in West Africa
            with Focus on Zone 3—Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania,
            Niger” Presented at the Human Security Monitoring
            conference, Abuja, May 30-31/2003.

       •  “Security Sector Transformation in Botswana and Kenya: 
           A Preliminary assessment,” Presented at the workshop 
           On Security Sector Governance in Africa El Mina,
           Ghana, November 2003.      

  • “The State in Cote d’Ivoire: Evolution and
   Constraints,” Presented at the International
   Conference on the State in Africa, Accra June 26-29,
   2002.

  
     •  “Côte d’Ivoire 1960-2001: Flawed Civil Military

Relations, and Missed Opportunities,” Presented at the 
joint Defense Budgeting in Africa: Process and 
Mechanisms of Control/Security Sector Reform and 
Democratization in Africa: Comparative Perspectives, 
Accra, Ghana, February 24-28, 2002.

       •  “African Politics Today: When the Past Is not Dead, and
          not Even the Past” The College of Wooster’s Student
          Parents October 2001.

     • “Kenya’s Civil-Military Relations since 
Independence:
            A Critical Assessment,” Presented at the Civil- 
            Military Relations Workshop, Africa Center for 
            Strategic Studies, Washington, D.C.,
            December 4-6, 2001.
          
         •  “Beyond the Berlin Conference/OAU Framework: A Pan-

     African Analysis of Africa’s Security Crisis”
            Presented at the Annual National Council for
            Black Studies, San Diego, March 6-8, 2002.

• Co-author of the Expert Group Report “Security 
  Sector Transformation and NEPAD,” presented to
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     the Global Coalition for Africa meeting in Maputo,
     Mozambique, January, 22-24, 2001.
   

• Member of the Advisory Group of Experts on the 
Stockholm International Peace Research 

   Institute(SIPRI)/Africa Security Dialogue and
   Research (ASDR) project on African Military 
   Budgeting Processes, Stockholm, 12/25-27/2001.

• Facilitator, Africa Center for Strategic Studies 
  ACSS) Counter-Terrorism in North and West Africa 
  Workshop Bamako, Mali, October 2003.

  •  Faculty facilitator, The Africa Center for Strategic 
    Studies’ Sub-regional Seminar  “Preventing Conflict
    in West Africa,” August 2001.

 
•  “Confronting Slavery in Parts of Africa: What Role 

for the Black World,” Presented at the GLCA Black 
Studies Conference, Green Castle, IN, April, 2001.

 
• “Security Sector in French Speaking Africa,” 

presented at the Workshop on Security Sector 
Transformation organized by the Institute for 
Security Studies, Mahe, Seychelles, November 8-9, 
2001.

•  Faculty at Large Lecture, The College of Wooster: 
“Contemporary Human Bondage in Parts of Africa: What 
Responsibilities for the Black World?” March 6, 
2001.

  

• “The Effect of Mauritania’s ‘Human Rights’ Deficit
  on the Political Process: A Case against ‘To Forgive

            and Forget” Presented at the African Studies 
            Association Conference in Nashville TN, November 
            2000.
 
        •   “Civilian Control Strategies in Ivory coast and Kenya 
           since Independence: An Illustration of the Coup 

           Vulnerability Hypothesis” Presented at the 
           Constitutionalism and Society in Africa Conference in 

   Athens, OH, November 6-8, 2000.
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        •   Participant in the Ford Foundation sponsored workshop
            "The Military Question in West Africa" July 13-17,
            2000, Jos Nigeria.
                    

• “Pan-Africanism Today” Presented at Indiana University 
Perdue University at Fort Wayne, April 7, 2000.

                   •     "How not to Institutionalize Civilian control: Kenya's 
          Coup Prevention Strategies 1964-1997" presented at the 

Illinois Political Science Association Conference
   Chicago IL October 22-23 1999.   
               
• "Not Playing Along: The Saga of Mauritania's Political 

          Opposition in the Era of 'Democratization'" presented 
          at the Annual meeting of the African Studies 
          Association Philadelphia November 11-14, 1999.
  

• "Human Bondage in Parts of Africa: What Responsibility 
   for the Black World?" Presented at the 31st Annual
   Meeting of the African Heritage studies Association
   Ithaca New York October 14-17 1999.

• "Formal Democracy, Informal State: Mauritania's
  'Democratization Process' 1991-1997" Presented at the
   Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, 
   Chicago, April 15-17 1999.

• "Civilian Control Strategies in Botswana" Presented at
      the joint Berkeley-Stanford Center for African Studies 

         
 Conference "Southern Africa in Comparative 

          Perspective" UC-Berkeley April 25, 1998.
           

•  "Civilian Control in Africa: A Theoretical Framework"
   Presented at the Illinois Political Science

   Association, Elgin, October 1997.
           

•  "Taking the 'National Army' out of the Political 
       Process in Africa." presented at the 11th National 

          Pan-African Studies Conference, Terre Haute, IN,
          March1994.

   
•  "Problems Associated with the Post-Colonial 'National
   Army' in Africa: For a Pan-African Solution." 
   Presented at the All African Students' Conference 
   Ames, IA, May1993.
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•    "Africa and the 'New World Order: 'Pawns Forever?" 

           Presented at the National Association of Foreign
                          Student Advisors: Region V Conference East Lansing, 
           MI, October 1992.

        •  "A Deafening Silence: The Black World's Answer to 
                          Contemporary slavery in Parts of Africa" (work in 
           Progress.)

   Discussant at the Symposium: “Civil Society and 
Internationalization of Curriculum at Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities” held at Central State 
University, Wilber-force, Ohio, March 2, 2001.

• Participant in the Africa Leadership Forum Expert Group
on Demilitarization and Security in Africa, Ota, 
Nigeria, March 12-14, 2001.

• “Gender and Human Rights in Africa,” presented at the 
           Indiana-Purdue University at Fort Wayne’s African

Culture Celebration week, February 13, 2001.

        •  Minority Visiting Scholar, The University of Indiana-
Purdue at Fort Wayne, April 3-7, 2000, February 2001.

•     Participant in the workshop "Understanding the  
   Dynamics of Contemporary Africa: Beyond the
   Stereotypes and Images" sponsored by Michigan State
   University's African Studies Center and the National 
   Association of Foreign Students Advisors (NAFSA), 
   October 17-19 1997.

• Author of numerous editorial articles published in
  campus newspapers, including:

- "Africa Must Unite," 1989
          - "The Berlin Walls Nobody Talks about," 1990

   - "Black history: The Page and the Book," 1995

• Unpublished short story in French Maghan, Le Pacte de
   Mort,1988.

LANGUAGES:   
Spoken and Written
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•  English, French (advanced fluency)
•  Arabic (understood, spoken, Average Fluency)

   Other languages: 
• BamAnAnkAn (Bambara), Hassanya (advanced fluency)
• Halpulaar, Wolof (Average Fluency)
   

      OTHER ACTIVITIES:

        • Planned and implemented workshops and festivals on 
  cross cultural awareness 1992, 1993, 1997.
•   Volunteered as summer school instructor for inner-city
  teenagers, in Springfield, IL, 1991-1992.
• Volunteered as tutor and created a Children's library 
  in the John Hay Housing Project, Springfield, IL, 1991,
  1992.
• Guest lectured at a variety of churches and schools
  on Africa and Africa-related, and Islam-related
  issues.

• African Community Association 1991-1992 Vice 
   president.

          President / Information and Analysis Committee.
    •  Sub-Regional Coordinator for the All African 

     
     Students' Conference 1992-1993.

• African Students Association of Northern Illinois
   University 
  - President, 1996.
  - Vice-President, 1993.  


