Paul Bonvallet isan
organic chemist with a
liberal arts background.
Heisanative
Midwesterner and the
brother of a Wooster
» graduate. Outside the
= '~ | classroom and laboratory,
~| heenjoysplaying with his
—| young children and
homebrewing with his
wife.

Eleven
A Weekly Bulletin from
the Center for Academic Advising

Five Things W orth Knowing
about Studying for Science
Exams

by Paul Bonvdlet

1) Successful students study continuously and well in advance. If you were training
for amarathon,would youwait until the day before therace to get off thecouch? Set a
schedule that divides your study into small, manageable parts to address your long-term
gods. Establish defined objectives for each study session: GReview two weeks of class
notes,Ofor example, or (Bolve 10 practice problems.ONot CBtudy for the exam after
dinna.O

2) Studying should be prioritized to emphasi ze the mog important topics and match the
time available. Wha key skills are you expected to have? What sort of exam questions
could you reasonably expect? Y ou cannotknow everything, and you can sacrifice the
smaller details to concentrate on the core conaeptsN once you®e decided what the core
concepts are. In crude terms, focuson the areas that you predict will beassigned the
greatest nunmber of points on the exam.

3) You must train in the way that you will perform. Reading thetextbookisjud the
warm-up. Mog exam questionsask you to use information and apply it to specific
problems rather than simply to recite facts. The GuggestedOhomework is actudly
Qnandaory because you need these skills for theexam.Olf you are solving practice
problems with an open solutionsmanud by your side, you®e driving a golf cart, not
running. Have a study partner (spotter?) check your answers for you so that you can learn
more from a second effort onthetoughe problems.

4) You have a wealth of support resources. Ingructors, departmental tutors, classmates,
and students who have previoudy taken the course all want to hdp youto succeed. If you
can overcome the activation barier and begin a conversation, you will build those key
scholarly and persond relationshipstha make Woogser so memorable.

5) Positive actions attract positive outcomes. Preparation, confidence, and
accomplishment are interconnected. Keeping up with thereading, participaing in class,
and working the practice problems are a great start. But no matter where you are in your
prepaation, asolid plan and the knowledgetha you®e following it will give you a
postive outiook; tha combinaion can work wonders. Good luck!



