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5 Things Worth Knowing about
Wooster and the World

by Jeffrey Lantis

Pop Quiz! *Name three foreign heads
of state. *From what country does the
College of Wooster host the most
international students this year? *Which of the following nations has the most and which
the least favorable opinion of the United States: Great Britain? Canada? the Philippines?
Egypt? Mexico? If you answered correctly, read no further. If not, you’ve proven your
interest in things international by pondering the questions—tread on!

1) We live in an era of globalization and so it is essential that we think about the world
beyond our campus. The good news is that there are all kinds of opportunities right here
to increase our understanding of the world and what it means to be responsible global
citizens.

2) There are major programs on campus that address global themes head-on such as
International Relations, Africana Studies, Sociology and Anthropology, Political Science,
Cultural Area Studies, History, Economics, and the Foreign Languages. Regardless of
your major, though, plan to take classes that expand your horiz@hsck out offerings
like Survey of Contemporary Africa, Islamic Art, Nationalism and Interdependence,
Chinese Cinema, Oceanography, Modern Latin America, Buddhism, and International
Security.

3) A Wooster Education requires engagement with cultural diversity and foreign
languages for a reason: knowledge and understanding of cultures other than your own is
essential for responsible global citizenship. The College requires completion of two or
more classes in a foreign language and one or more that address Cultural Diversity. We
want you to experience these things as much as we want you to engage with religious
dimensions or math and science.

4) Wooster’s first recorded international student was August Bosche of Damme,
Prussia, in 1877. Today, approximately 5% of our student body is comprised of
international students, representing more than twenty-five countries. Among staff, faculty,
and students, there is truly a rich diversity of international perspectives on this campus—
and a wonderful array of programs aimed at engaging with cultural diversity.

5) Study Abroad: Transform...and Be Transformed! Global awareness requires that
we extend ourselves beyond our comfort zones. Wooster offers scores of study abroad
programs that will give you true cultural immersion. Some 20-30% of our students study
off-campus at some point in their college career, and | recommend that everyone consider
it, no matter what your major! Global understanding is a two-way street, and study
abroad will likely change you as well as the people you encounter.

Here’s the kicker: you simply won’t be able to thrive without engagement in the global
community. Your graduate training, family members, career, and lifestyle will all be
deeply affected by the world no matter where you live or what you do. So go ahead:
embrace it now! The more we understand the world, the more we understand ourselves.




