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5 Things Worth Knowing 
about Summer Research 

by John Neuhoff 
 
1) There are a LOT of different summer research 
opportunities at Wooster . Each year the College has over 
70 different summer positions for students to work with faculty as research assistants. 
Most programs are 8-10 weeks. All positions are paid an hourly rate which includes a 
stipend for summer housing. All of the different positions, application deadlines, and 
other information can be found on the College’s web page: 
http:www.wooster.edu/research. 
 
2) Some positions are exclusively set aside for first-year and sophomore students. For 
some positions, juniors and seniors may have an advantage when applying because they 
might have previous research experience.  However, summer “Sophomore Research” 
positions are reserved for first-year and sophomore students. (Quick tip: The professors 
choose their own summer research assistants. Getting to know your professors and their 
areas of research during the academic year can significantly increase your chances of 
being selected for a summer position.)  
 
3) I tÕs a valuable and rewarding exper ience. Studies have shown that hands on 
research projects are one of the very best ways to learn. Some of these summer 
experiences lead to co-authored presentations with faculty at professional meetings or 
even published research articles. Often summer research experiences lay the foundation 
for I.S. projects later in the student’s academic career. They also look pretty good on a 
resume or vita when applying for a job or graduate school.  
 
4) I tÕs not just a summer program! The College’s sophomore research program also 
provides opportunities for students to work as paid research assistants for up to 10 
hrs./week during the academic year. Available positions are posted at 
http:www.wooster.edu/research at the beginning of the fall semester (for fall 
employment) and at the end of the fall semester (for spring employment). 
 
5) I tÕs not just a Wooster  thing. Although we would love to keep you around as a 
research assistant over the summer, we realize that sometimes it may not be possible. 
However, there are many other summer research programs in all kinds of fields that take 
place all across the country. Google “summer research experiences for undergraduates” 
to find hundreds of other summer research opportunities. 
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