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The College of Wooster     Education 240 
Department of Education  Interdisciplinary Fine Arts  

in the Early Childhood    
Years 

 
Course Syllabus 

Spring 2008 
 

Megan Wereley      Class Location: Morgan 222 
Office Location: Morgan 225    Class Meeting Time:  

T, TH 8-9:20 am 
Phone:  
Office-330-263-2229        
Home-330-345-1470       
E-Mail: mwereley@wooster.edu     
         
 
Office hours are generally from 10:00-12:00 am M, W, F and 9:30- 11:00 am T, Th. 
These times may vary as I am in the schools during the semester. You are also welcome 
to drop by Morgan 225 at other times during the week. Please let me know if you would 
like to meet with me so that we can agree upon a mutually convenient time. You can 
contact me by e-mail (mwereley@wooster.edu) or leave a telephone message at 
extension. 2229. 
 

I . Required Readings: 
 
Edwards, Linda. (2006). The Creative Arts: A Process Approach for Teachers and  

Children. Merrill-Prentice Hall. Columbus, Ohio. (available in bookstore) 
 
Engle, Brenda.(1995). Considering Children’s Art: Why and How to Value Their Works. 
 NAEYC. Washington, D.C. (available in bookstore) 
 
Chenfeld, Mimi.(July 2004). Education is a Moving Experience- Get MovinÕ! 
 Young Children. pp. 56-57.(on reserve) 
 
Kemple, Kristen, Batey, Jacqueline, and Hartle, Lynn. (2004). Music Play: Creating 
Centers for Musical Play and Exploration. Young Children. pp.30-37. (on reserve) 
 
Koster. Joan. (2001). Growing Artists: Teaching Art to Young Children. 
 Delmar Publishing. (on reserve) 
 
Mayesky, Mary (2006). Creative Activities for Young Children.  

Thompson Delmar Learning. (on reserve) 
 
MusikGarten Website- http://www.musikgarten.org 
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Ohio Department of Education. (2002) Ohio Academic Content Standards  

(Fine Arts). Columbus. 
(http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3
&TopicRelationID=336&ContentID=1388&Content=39626) 

 
Schirrmacher, Robert (2006). Art and the Creative Development of Young Children.  

Thompson Delmar Learning. (on reserve) 
 

Wright, Susan. (2003). The Arts: Young Children and Learning.  
 Pearson Education. Boston. (on reserve) 
 
 
*A ll Òon reserveÓ reading excerpts are available on reserve on ERES. You are expected 
to have read each assigned reading prior to the first class of the week. Please speak to 
Professor Wereley if you have difficulty accessing the reserved copies in the library. The 
password for ERES for this course is edu240 (all lower case letters). 

 
I I . Course Descr iption: 

This course is designed to help students explore developmentally appropriate practice and 
curriculum design as well as implementation within the areas of art, music, drama and 
movement in the early childhood years. Students examine effective strategies for meeting 
the needs of all learners in the following areas as they relate to Fine Arts: lesson 
planning, assessment, technology, instructional strategies, interdisciplinary planning, 
teaching and learning, program organization and classroom management. The course is 
designed to address the College of WoosterÕs Department of Education Learning 
Outcomes. It also provides an opportunity for the student to examine standards set forth 
by various accrediting bodies including the Ohio Department of Education (ODE), the 
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), and the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). 

 
I I I . Purpose: 

The Department of Education Mission Statement:  The Department of Education   
  provides opportunities for its students to learn and teach within a liberal arts   
  environment that values independence, leadership, inquiry, and tradition. 
 
  This course is one of twelve professional education courses required in the Early 
Childhood program. This particular course is one of the four specific to Early 

  Childhood.  
 
  Following the guidelines of the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC), the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE), the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Standards for Teaching Licensure, 
and the Educational Testing Services (ETS) Praxis Domains, the Early Childhood 
Program at Wooster focuses upon the following: 
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1. child development and learning 
2. curriculum development and implementation 
3. family and community relationships 
4. assessment and evaluation 
5. professionalism 
6. field and clinical experiences 

 
Specific NCATE Standards specifically addressed within this course include the 
following: 

1. Candidate Knowledge, Skills, and Dispositions 
2. Assessment System and Unit Evaluation 
3. Field Experience and Clinical Practice 
4. Diversity 
 

The content of this course has also been designed to align with the following College of 
Wooster Department of Education Learning Outcomes: 

1. As reflective practitioners, teacher candidates will demonstrate self-evaluation 
and reflection as they use a variety of curriculum models and instructional 
approaches. 

2. As active researchers and independent thinkers, teacher candidates will develop 
and apply new understandings related to content and pedagogy as they encourage 
critical thinking, creativity, and problem solving. 

3. As knowledgeable instructors, teacher candidates will connect content preparation 
with pedagogy, and provide instruction based on current knowledge and an 
understanding of the development of the learner. 

4. As autonomous decision makers, teacher candidates will demonstrate clear 
understanding of professional standards both in the classroom and within the 
broader professional community. 

5. As effective and professional communicators, teacher candidates will write with 
coherence and clarity, speak clearly and professionally, and make content 
comprehensible to students. 

6. As progressive educators, teacher candidates will use technologies to collect and 
analyze data and foster appropriate and innovative uses of instructional 
technologies. 

7. As global leaders, teacher candidates will apply understanding of diverse learners 
to the implementation of effective strategies to meet the needs of students and 
their families. 
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In addition, coursework for Education 240 considers the following Praxis I I  
domains: 

1. Domain A: Organizing Content Knowledge for Student Learning 
2. Domain B: Creating an Environment for Student Learning 
3. Domain C: Teaching for Student Learning 
4. Domain D: Teacher Professionalism 

 
The content of this course specifically addresses the following NAEYC (National 
Association for the Education of Young Children) Standards: 
 

¥ Promoting Child Development and Learning 
¥ Building Family and Community Relationships 
¥ Observing, Documenting, and Assessing to Support Young Children 
¥ Becoming a Professional 
¥ Teaching and Learning-  

o Connecting with Children and Families 
o Using Developmentally Appropriate Approaches 
o Understanding Content Knowledge 
o Building Meaningful Curriculum
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                           IV. Course Objectives: 
 

According to the NAEYC, NCATE, and ODE, upon completion of Education 240 the 
students should be able to: 
 
1.0 Child Development and Learning 

1.1 Use knowledge of how all children learn and develop to provide 
opportunities in learning situations and family and community contexts 
that support the physical, social, emotional, language, cognitive, and 
aesthetic development of all young children ages three to eight. 

1.2.2 Create and modify environments and experiences to meet the needs of all 
children, including children with disabilities, developmental delays, and 
special abilities. 

1.3.2 Affirm and respect culturally and linguistically diverse children, support 
home-language preservation and promote antibias approaches through the 
creation of learning environments and experiences. 

 
2.0 Curr iculum Development and Implementation 

2.1 Use and explain the rationale for developmentally appropriate methods 
that include play, small-group projects, open-ended questioning, problem 
solving, cooperative learning, and inquiry experiences to help young 
children develop intellectual curiosity, solve problems, and make 
decisions. 

2.1.2. Use a variety of strategies to encourage childrenÕs physical, social,  
emotional, aesthetic, and cognitive development 

2.1.3 Demonstrate current knowledge of and the ability to develop and 
implement meaningful, integrated learning experiences, using the central 
concepts and tools of inquiry in curriculum content areas, including 
language and literacy, mathematics, science, health , safety, nutrition, 
social studies, art, music, drama and movement. 

2.1.4 Develop and implement an integrated curriculum that focuses on 
childrenÕs needs and interests and takes into account culturally valued 
content and childrenÕs home experiences. 

2.1.5 Develop, evaluate and select developmentally appropriate materials, 
equipment and environments. 

2.1.6 Evaluate and demonstrate appropriate use of technology with young 
children, including assistive technologies for children with disabilities. 

2.4 Establish and maintain physically and psychologically safe and healthy 
learning environments for children. 

2.4.5 Recognize signs of emotional distress, child abuse, and neglect in young 
children and know oneÕs responsibility and the procedures for reporting 
known or suspected abuse or neglect to authorities. 

 
3.0 Family and Community Relationships 

3.2 Demonstrate sensitivity to differences in family structures and 
social/cultural backgrounds. 
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4.0 Assessment and Evaluation 

4.1.1 Use formal and informal assessment strategies to plan and individualize  
curriculum and teaching practices. 

1.1.2 Develop and use authentic, performance-based assessments of childrenÕs  
learning to assist in planning and to communicate with children and 
parents. 

 
5.0 Professionalism 

5.1 Reflect on their practices, articulate a philosophy and rationale for 
decisions, and continually self-assess and evaluate the effects of choices 
and actions on others and a basis for program planning and modification 
and continuing professional development. 

5.3       Demonstrate an understanding of the early childhood profession. 
5.6 Establish and maintain positive, collaborative relationships with 

colleagues, other professionals and families; work effectively as a member 
of a professional team 

5.7 Serve as an advocate on behalf of young children and their families. 
 
6.0  Field Exper ience 

6.1 Observe qualified professionals in a variety of settings in which children 
in grades PreK- 3 are served. 
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VI . Course Expectations: 
 

1. Attendance and Participation: You are expected to be present for all class 
sessions and to participate fully in all class discussions and activities as well as to 
complete all readings. Your ideas are valuable and it important for you to be 
present to share them!  Prompt and regular attendance in class and the field setting 
is required. For any absence to be considered  excused, notification must be given 
to the professor and your cooperating teacher prior to class. Your grade will be 
negatively affected by unexcused and/or excessive absences. 

2. Field/Clinical Placement: You will complete approximately 10 hours of field 
experience observing and/or participating in settings where fine arts is taught to 
early childhood students. In addition, we will be completing several clinical 
experiences in class.  Please document these hours on a regular basis using the 
electronic weekly time sheets available at www.wooster .edu/education. 

3. Professionalism: You are expected to demonstrate professional attributes 
including initiative, motivation, appropriate language and dress, punctuality, 
planning, etc. You are also expected to be familiar with the Praxis III 
performance assessment criteria. 

4. Completion of Assignments: All assignments are expected to be submitted on 
time. Any assignment can be brought the professor in advance for review and 
discussion. If you have any questions or concerns about specific assignments that 
are not addressed in class, please clarify your questions with the professor either 
during class or by scheduling a meeting at another time.  Your grade will be 
negatively affected by late or incomplete assignments. 

5. Completion of Course Readings: The assigned readings are a vital part of  
the course and many of the class activities are planned based upon the assumption 
that you have read the assigned readings.  It is required that you follow the course 
readings assigned in the syllabus. You will be responsible for thoroughly 
understanding and incorporating course readings into class discussions and 
assignments. Failure to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of course 
readings will negatively affect your grade. 

6. Academic Honesty and the Code of Academic Integrity 
The CollegeÕs understanding and expectations in regard to issues of academic 
honesty are fully articulated in the Code of Academic Integrity as published in the 
ScotÕs Key and form an essential part of the implicit contract between the student 
and the College. The Code provides a framework at Wooster to help students 
develop their own personal integrity. 

While you are a student at this college, you will be treated as an adult.  You 
are expected to know and abide by the rules of the institution as described in the 
ScotÕs Key and The Handbook of Selected College Policies 
(http://www.wooster.edu/home/Academic_Policies.php). You should cite your 
sources to avoid plagiarizing ideas and text.  Particular attention should be 
directed to the appropriate use of materials available on-line through the Internet. 
It is important that you read and understand the ethical use of information 
(http://library.wooster.edu/services/instruction/ethics/ethics.php). Whether 
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intentional or not, improper use of materials can be considered a violation of 
academic honesty.   

Cheating in any of your academic work is a serious breach of the Code of 
Academic Integrity and is grounds for an F for the entire course.  Such violations 
include turning in another personÕs work as your own, copying or paraphrasing 
from any source without proper citation, going beyond what is allowed in a group 
project, fabricating excuses and lying in connection with your academic work. 
You will be held responsible for your actions. If you are unsure as to what is 
permissible, always consult your course instructor.  

7. Learning Disabilities: If you are a student with a documented disability in this   
   course, please register with Pam Rose, Director of the Learning Center. The  

    Learning Center is located in the Rubbermaid Student Services Building (ext  
            2595) and is the office that will assist you in developing a plan to address your  
   academic needs. 

8. Conflicts Wi th Co-Curr icular Activities: The College of Wooster is an 
academic institution and its fundamental purpose is to stimulate its students to 
reach the highest standard of intellectual achievement.  As an academic institution 
with this purpose, the College expects students to give the highest priority to their 
academic responsibilities.  When conflicts arise between academic commitments 
and complementary programs (including athletic, cultural, educational, and 
volunteer activities), students, faculty, staff, and administrators all share the 
responsibility of minimizing and resolving them. As a student you have the 
responsibility to inform the faculty member of potential conflicts as soon as you 
are aware of them, and to discuss and work with the faculty member to identify 
alternative ways to fulfill your academic commitments without sacrificing the 
academic integrity and rigor of the course. 
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VI . Assignment Descr iptions: 
 
Policy Br ief Related to Funding for the Ar ts in Schools (Due January 24th): A policy 
brief is a single page document that concisely summarizes the main issues surrounding a 
particular topic.  In this case, you will explore the issues related to funding art programs 
in schools. Your policy brief should briefly describe the general issue as well as include 
1-2 paragraphs describing the ÒprosÓ and 1-2 paragraphs describing the  ÒconsÓ. It should 
conclude with 1-2 paragraphs stating your personal position on the issue based upon the 
facts you have presented. 
 
Ar tist Study (Due February 12th): Working with a partner, you will create a series of 
lesson ideas that explore the unique style of a particular artist or artistic movement.  This 
unit should include at least three lesson plans/projects introducing the artist and providing 
opportunities for young children to experiment with the artistÕs style. Your unit should 
also include an age appropriate explanation of who the artist is and why he or she is 
important to history as well as any other appropriate details of his or her art (materials 
s/he might have used, places commonly used for inspiration, etc.). Each unit should also 
include copies of original art (ex: photographs, post cards, print-outs from internet, etc.) 
 
Microteaching in Visual Ar ts, Music, or Drama (See Outline for Due Dates): You 
will be asked to select one area in which to plan, develop and teach a model lesson for 
your colleagues. You will be expected to gather appropriate resources and to write a 
complete lesson plan for this lesson. You are asked to confer with the teaching assistant 
as you prepare for this lesson. 
 
Cr itique of Aesthetic Environment of a Classroom (Due March 27th): You are asked 
to spend some time observing in a classroom setting to see how it is equipped for the 
teaching of the arts. You are also asked to complete an observation form guiding you in 
understanding and critique of the ÒaestheticÓ nature of the classroom. You are also asked 
to comment upon the value of an aesthetically pleasing early childhood environment and 
provide your suggestions for changing the classroom you are observing (if necessary). 
 
Observation of the Ar t Process (Due Apr il 10th): You are asked to observe one early 
childhood student as he or she creates a piece of visual art in order to understand how the 
creative process develops in young children. Following your observation, you are asked 
to apply tools of analysis to assess the interests and ability levels of the student whom 
you observe. You will be provided with guidelines as to specific areas to which you 
should close attention.  
 
Puppetry Project (Due Apr il 24th): 
Working with a partner, you are asked to research methods for making several different 
kinds of puppets (ex: finger, sock, etc). You are expected to develop a collection of 
puppets that you might use as a teacher. You are expected to create at least three puppets 
based upon a book for young children. In addition, you will be required to create and 
perform a skit using the puppets and story base. Additional materials and props may be 
used, but are optional. 
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Integrated Final Project (Due Thursday, May 8th, 2pm): You are asked to plan and 
develop an integrated teaching plan that explores a specific culture or other topic of your 
choice. Emphasis should be placed upon integrating  all areas of the fine arts into your 
planning. You are to develop a comprehensive learning plan outlining your goals for the 
unit create sample products, provide realistic models (where appropriate), and provide a 
detailed list of your resources. This information should be prepared as a poster 
presentation to share with your colleagues at a ÒFestival of the ArtsÓ during the week of 
exams. 
 

VI I : Grading: 
 

Assessment will be provided using a variety of methods. A rubric will be distributed 
providing detailed criteria for each assignment. The following percentages can be used as 
a guide to determine letter grades: 
 
95-100%  A  83-86%  B   73-76%  C    59% and below  F 
90-94%    A-  80-82%  B-   70-72%  C- 
87-89%    B+  79-77%  C+   60-69%  D 
 

VI I I . Assignment Due Dates and Grade Value: 
 
Assignment     Due Date   Grade Value 
Policy Brief Related to Funding  1-24     10% 
Of the Arts in Schools 
 
Artist Study     2-12     15% 
 
Microteaching     Ongoing- See Outline   15% 
 
Critique of Aesthetic Environment  3/27     10% 
 
Observation of the Art Process  4/10     10% 
 
Puppetry Project    4/24     15% 
 
Integrated Final Project   Week of Final Exams   15% 
 
Class Participation/    Ongoing    10% 
Attendance/Portfolios: 
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IX. Reading Assignments and Topic Discussion Outline: 

 
Week 1 Ð January 15th -17th Defining the ÒArtsÓ in Early Childhood/ 

The TeacherÕs Role in the Artistic Process 
Required Reading- Edwards- Chapter 1 
 
Week 2-January 22nd -24th  Drawing with Very Young Children 
    Understanding How to Observe Child Artist at Work 
Required Reading- Engle- pp 29-44 (on reserve) 
         Edwards-Chapter  3 
Due 1/24/07- Policy Brief Due 
 
Week 3- January 29th -January 31st  Exploring the ÒGreat WorksÓ and Artists  
                 Experiences with Painting and Young Children 
Required Reading- Edwards- Chapter 5 
 
Week 4-February 5thÐ7th  Arts and Crafts in the Early Childhood Classroom 
          Teaching Art Safely- Materials, Methods and Management 
Required Reading- Koster- pp.150-162 (on reserve) 
2/5/08- Field Trip- Wayne Center for the Arts!- Art Safety  
 
Week 5- February 12th Ð 14th Microteaching in Visual Arts 
Required Reading- Koster- pp. 85-95 (on reserve) 
2/12/08- Artist Study Due 
February 14th- Microteaching (assigned students only) 
 
Week 6-Feburary 19th -21st    Songs and Chants- Presenting Music to Young Children 
     Music and Movement with Young Children 
Required Reading- Edwards- Chapter  4 
    
Week 7-February 26th -28th- Using Musical Instruments- Rhythm and Dance 
               Music as a Multicultural  Experience 
Required Reading- Wright pp. 200-205,  233-246 (on reserve)  
 
Week 8-March 4th - 6th Creative Movement/ 

   Specialized Music Curr iculum for Young Children 
Required Reading-  
Mayesky- Chapter 16- Creative Movement (on reserve) 
MusikGarten Website- http://www.musikgarten.org- Please explore this website to gain a sense of 
the overall content in preparation for our guest speaker. 
 
3/4/08- Field Trip!- Wayne Center for the Arts- Creative Movement (tentative date) 
3/6/08 Guest Speaker- Christine Steiner- MusikGarten 
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Week 9-March 11th-13th  Spring Break- No Classes! 
 
Week 10-March 18th Ð 20th    Spring Break- No Classes! 
 
Week 11-March 25th-March 27th  Microteaching in Music and Movement  
Required Reading- Chenfeld- ÒGet MovinÕÓ (on reserve) 
          Kemple, Batey, and Hartle- ÒMusic PlayÓ (on reserve) 
 
March 25th - Microteaching in Music (assigned students only) 
March 27th  - Critique of Aesthetic Environment Due 
 
Week 12-Apr il 1st  ÐApr il 3rd Storytelling/ 
    Dramatic Play and Young Children 
Required Reading- Edwards- Chapter 6 
 
Week 13- Apr il 8th- Apr il 10th  Creating and Using Puppetry  
Required Reading- Mayesky- Chapter 15- Dramatic Play and Puppetry (on reserve) 
April 10th - Observation of the Art Process Due 
 
Week 14-Apr il 15th-Apr il 17th Microteaching in Drama/ 
     Integrating Art and Literature 
Required Reading- Edwards Chapter 8 
April 17th- Microteaching in Drama (assigned students only) 
 
Week 15-Apr il 22ndÐApr il 24th  Creating Three-Dimensional Art 
Required Reading- Edwards- Chapter  7 
April 22nd - Wayne Center for the Arts- Pottery! (tentative date) 
April 24th- Puppetry Project Due 
 
Week 16- Apr il 29th - May 1st Art Outside of the Classroom-Museum Education/ 

Art and Technology 
Required Reading- Schirrmacher- Chapter 14 Ð ÒArt and TechnologyÓ 
4/29/07 College of Wooster Museum of Art 
 
Week 17-May 6th ÐMay 8th Final Exam Week- Festival of the Arts 
Integrated Final Project Due 
 

 
 

 
 

 


