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Ambassador Program Photograph 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK 2006 
A joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of Education, to recognize the 

global exchange environment between the United States and other countries.  
 
 

 STUDENT CULTURE & TALENT SHOW 
An evening filled with song, dance, poetry, art, & fashion from around the world. 

Sat. Nov. 11, 7:30 pm, Gault Recital Hall, Scheide Music Center 

 

Feminist Negotiations: Engaging Islam, State and  
Development Politics in Bangladesh 

A lecture, by Dr. Elora Halim Chowdhury ’94 
Mon. Nov. 13, 7:30 pm, Lean Lecture, Wishart Hall (Co-sponsored with Women’s Studies) 

 

TASTE TEST TUESDAY 
International Food Station (Lowry Dining) & the Faculty Lounge, Tue. Nov. 14, 12:00 pm 

 

 INTERNATIONAL TRIVIA NIGHT  
Hosted by the Language Suites, Tue. Nov. 14, 8:00pm, Common Grounds Coffee House 

 

AMBASSADOR’S DINNER AT THE WOOSTER INN 
Enjoy a five course meal and drinks featuring cuisine from our five ambassadorial countries. 

Wed. Nov. 15, 6:30 pm, Tickets may be purchased through the Wooster Inn. 
 

OFF CAMPUS STUDY FAIR 
Program provider representatives will be available for consultation, on Thurs. Nov. 16 3:00-6:00 

pm, in Lowry Center Main Lobby, Sponsored by the International Programs Office 

 

C.O.W. COUNTRY FAIR 
Students, staff and faculty share booths representing their origins and travels throughout the world. 

Fri. Nov. 17, 4:00-6:00pm, Lowry Center Main Lobby 

** JABALI  AFRIKA ** 
This Kenyan band's original sound comes from a special fusion of African rhythms. This is a multi-
faceted, multi-talented group whose members are not only adept at composing songs, playing vari-

ous instruments, and blending their voices, but are also talented dancers and choreographers.  

Sat. Nov. 18, 7:00pm, McGaw (FREE) 

Co-sponsored by OISA, ISA, BSA, WAC, UJAMAA, Africana Studies, Cultural Events Committee 

 
*Two International Friendship Quilts will be on display on the Lowry Center Art wall.  

Thanks to Heidi Steiner for all her help with this project!) 
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Birthdays 

November  

Ian Hunter 11/1 

Deedre Turner 11/1 

Nick Osmanski 11/2 

Richard lawrence 11/4 

Ali Shah 11/7 

Arniko Singh 11/8 

Kathryn Allen 11/10 

Hitomi Takahashi 11/13 

Dia Mason 11/14 

Rafaqat Khan 11/22 

Myat Tun 11/25 

James Aryeetey 1129 

Ye– Hyun Kim 11/29 
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Tuesday, November 28, 11:00am, Lowry 119, Nicola Kille, Coordinator of the Ambassador Program 

Interested in being an Ambassador?  Come learn about the program & application procedures! 
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Tuesday, November 28, 4:00-5:00pm, Lowry 120 

Karen Edwards, Assistant Dean & Director OISA, & Jim Butler, Assistant Director of Career Services 
This session is required for May ’07 graduates.  December ’07 graduates are also welcome. 
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Tuesday, December 5, 11:00am, Lowry 119 

  Karen Edwards, Assistant Dean & Director OISA, & Lisa Kastor, Director of Career Services 
This session is for F-1 students (in their 1st, 2nd, or 3rd year) who wish to  work off campus  

due to financial need, resume building, or both!  
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· NEED to find and OFF CAMPUS PHONE NUMBER?  Call Directory Information: (9) 330-555-1212  (or substitute 9-1 

and the appropriate area code to find phone numbers anywhere in the country!) 

· NEED a RIDE?  There is a new local taxi company, and their rates are VERY competitive:  Raintree Cab 330-202-9000. 
*also, the OISA webpage provides a link (bottom left corner) to the SGA Break Shuttle options. 

· Check your “QUARANTINE EMAIL” from the COW IT web site! (from the Home Page, select “technology” and then 
click on “Quarantine Email Server”  (you can also add ‘trusted senders’ like your host family, ISAN mentor, or other friends 
and contacts!) 

· SENIORS need to BOOK HOTEL ROOMS NOW if you have family visiting during graduation—they fill up early! Local 
options are posted at http://admissions.wooster.edu/area/hotels.php  

· Need to ACTIVATE YOUR VOICEMAIL?  Directions are on the IT site, on the documentation page: 
http://www.wooster.edu/technology/documentation/ - refer to the PDF “Student Phone & Voicemail Quick Reference “ 

· CHEAP WINTER COATS (and other bargains) can be found at ‘Good Will’ & ‘Nice as New’ - both in Portage Sq. Plaza. 

· SOFTWARE DOWNLOADS (Maple, Sophos Anti-Virus, Spyware Protection, etc…) from www.wooster.edu/technology  

· Do you know a ‘COLD’ from the ‘FLU’ ?  Visit the Cold Care Unit at the Longbrake Student Wellness Center! 

 

Want to improve your English?  
 

Join a weekly ESL Study Table, hosted by Jenny 
Derkson. Jenny is a consultant in Wooster’s Writ-
ing Center, and she holds a Masters Degree in 
English as a Second Language. 

Fridays, between 2:00 pm—3:00 pm 
Lowry 119 

A cooperative effort of the OISA and The Writing Center�
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This ISAN contribution was submitted by Nikita Sharma’01 & Anshuman Bagaria’06.  Learn about 
ISAN at: www.wooster.edu/alumni/isan 

 

So is anyone feeling cold yet?! Here are some hot tips from alumni on scoring that “first job”.  Job searching can seem scarier than a 
Halloween ghost, but it is really all about timing and working hard & smart. We asked ISAN members what they think...  

1) When did you begin job searching?  
· I started about six months before the end of my final semester at Wooster. It still took me almost all of summer to find some-

thing that I liked. My limitation was location since I wanted to stay in Ohio. (Mark Ghosh’99, Technical Manager) 
· I was a summer graduate, so I began in January of my Senior year - way too late. The ideal time to start would be August before 

your Senior year. (Desislava Dimitrova, ’05, R&D Analyst, Insurance) 
· I started at the beginning of the fall semester of my senior year. (Sandeep Bhatia’85, Consulting) 

 

2) What steps did you take in your job search? How did College resources help you land your first interview or/job?   
· I went to a career fair, obtained contact information of alumni and got in touch with them, and forwarded my resume to people I 

knew and companies I was interested in. (Desislava Dimitrova, ’05, R&D Analyst, Insurance) 
· I spent a lot of time in the Career Office researching companies and opportunities, and contacted alumni and that led to inter-

views.  A business professor connected me to my first employer and helped me get that all important interview.  (Sandeep 
Bhatia’85, Consulting) 
 

3) How many interviews did you go to?   
· I went to a total of seven interviews all over the country but decided on that last one because it just felt right and everything fell 

into place. (Mark Ghosh’99, Technical Manager) 
· I had 3 on the phone, but went to one on-site interview event in March. I discontinued any interviews if I found out a company 

wouldn’t offer an H1 visa. (Desislava Dimitrova, ’05, R&D Analyst, Insurance) 
· I went to about 3-4 interviews before landing my first job; 2 weeks after graduation. (Sonia Vaidya’ 00 , Advertising) 
· I interviewed with four companies, of which three came back with offers—but only one showed potential for an H1-B work 

visa.  I am still working for Intersoft Corporation, a IT solutions company.  (Deval Mehta’05, Technology) 
 

4) How did you land these interviews?  
· 1. An alum contact, 2.Career Fair, 3. Posted resumes on-line (listed in order of usefulness--in fact 3, if not combined with 1 and 

2 is a waste of time in my experience).  (Desislava Dimitrova, ’05, R&D Analyst, Insurance) 
· I finally landed my first and only interview through a high school friend who was interning with Eclipsys Corporation, where I 

still work today.  (Nikita Sharma, ’01, Software Developer) 
· I got my first job through a family connection. The husband of my mother's friend was a regional sales director with UPS. He 

introduced me to some executives at UPS and I arranged an interview. The rest is history. This was in Hong Kong in 1994. A 
few years later, I transferred to another company and this lead also came from a family friend. (Tim Smith’94, Program Assis-
tant, World Bank) 
 

5) What advice would you give to current Wooster junior or senior? 
· You need $$ to keep afloat for a few months after graduation. Start saving NOW.  (Mark Ghosh’99, Technical Manager) 
· Start looking for internships in your sophomore year. Try do one or two internships - these can lead to job offers or at least pro-

vide you will a starting network. Establish a profound and specific idea of what you want to do within a given company, which 
department you are looking at, which position and why (it isn’t enough to say you want to "work with numbers" or "help peo-
ple"). Get in touch with a lot of alumni--most companies ask employees to refer applicants - but also be aware that an alum 
would not risk his or her reputation unless they are sure you will make a superb impression (which is why they will be glad to 
take calls from you to answer questions and give tips as you prepare for the interview). As you present yourself, be specific, give 
detailed examples of things you did to achieve results (avoid description of duties). If you are asked a question you don't know 
the answer to, do not say so. Thinking out loud. Getting a glimpse of your thinking process in a difficult situa-
tion is one of the most valuable things an interviewer/employer wants to see. (Desislava Dimitrova, ’05, R&D 
Analyst, Insurance) 

· Let friends and family know that you are in the market. Use their networks. Talk to professors, administrators, 
church members, teammates, etc. A personal connection will differentiate you from the crowd. Focus on your 
international experience and language skills. Almost all businesses today have some kind of global component 
and need people who speak other languages and understand other cultures. Businesses are looking for smart, 
motivated, hardworking people with good interpersonal skills. (Tim Smith’94, Program Assistant, World Bank) 
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The College of Wooster 
Office of International Student Affairs 
Galpin Hall, First Floor 
1189 Beall Avenue 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COSMOS is a publication of the OISA that is distributed to international students, host families, and select faculty and staff.  The newsletter contains information on 
international campus events, commentaries from students, and much more. It is also available online at the office of International Affairs website. 

Hello everyone!   

It has been a while since the last time I got to write in COSMOS. I wanted to let you know what I 
have been up to since I left Woo. I spent the whole summer back in Bosnia with my family. Now, I 
am finishing my first quarter at Ohio University where I am pursuing my Masters in Higher Edu-
cation, College Student Personnel. I know it may sound odd to some, but I am excited to be back 
in a classroom and I plan to graduate in 2008. I am also the Assistant Resident Director and I have 
close to 500 residents. You are probably thinking that is huge and I have to agree. My Complex is 
gigantic compared to our beloved Babcock.  

I miss seeing and talking to all of you. Working at The College of Wooster was a very rewarding 
experience. I learned a lot and met many nice people. I have been thinking of you lately especially 
since November is approaching, which means that the International Education Week is here. I 
hope all of you are excited about it and ready to put together various events throughout the IEW—including another 
great Cultural Show. Take a lot of photos so I get to see things you do this year. Lastly, good luck with the rest of 
this semester. 

Hugs, and please keep in touch! My email is nbeglerovic@hotmail.com.         

·  � ������ ��
� 	
 � �	�
����� � � �

�� � � � 



FLAVORS OF THE WORLD 
By Karol Crosbie, Editor of the Wooster Alumni Magazine 

*an abbreviated version of this article appeared in the fall issue of the Wooster Alumni Magazine. 

 

When Wooster’s international students gather to cook together in their residence halls’ 
small kitchens, they are hungry for more than food that tastes like home. They seek the 
camaraderie of bumping elbows with fellow cooks, the fellowship of a shared meal, and 
the joy of giving and receiving the gift of food. 

On a warm summer night, three students concoct a feast. Although they cook throughout 
the year, there is added motivation during the summer, when the College’s food service is 
closed. Approximately one-half of the 90 international students who attend Wooster lived 
on campus for at least part of this past summer. The three juniors—Kamesha Barton, 
Akhil Banthia, and Rasmi Ekka begin cooking at 5:30 p.m. By 8:00 p.m. they are ready to serve their egg rolls, Jamaican 
jerk chicken, beans and rice, and potato curry.  

Kamesha: Cooking with authority 

When Kamesha arrived at Wooster as a first-year student, she had no interest in preparing meals. For too long, she had 
been her family’s main cook at their home in Portland, Jamaica. She was, she says, “fed up with kitchen work.” But she 
began to miss the cooking and the food. Besides, this was different; it was for friends, not siblings.  

Kamesha arrives at the small kitchen in Stevenson Hall, armed with pots, pans, chicken, rice, beans, and lots of spices. 
Students store most ingredients and utensils in their own rooms, so meal preparation always includes transportation lo-
gistics. There are no cookbooks or recipe cards in sight. 

“You watch what others do,” Kamesha says, “and you go by taste.” The person she has watched all of her life is her 
mother, a college dining hall supervisor. In almost no time, Kamesha has rolled the chicken in spices and chopped the 
scallions for her beans and rice. She has chosen to fix chicken that can be baked, freeing up the kitchen’s one stove top 
for the other two cooks. The kitchen is heating up. 

Akhil: Unmeasured success 

Akhil Banthia peels potatoes and throws spices into his curry like a pro. But this has not always been the case. When he 
arrived at Wooster, Akhil had never cooked. At his home in Kolkata, India, a servant from a nearby village prepared the 
family’s meals. The first time Akhil cooked at the residence hall, food left on the burner by a previous cook caught fire. 
(“It was not my fault!” he proclaims passionately.) His cooking foray ended with a desperate call to his friend, Kamesha, 
who helped quell both his anxiety and the fire. “She is my mentor,” he says. 

Once the cooking bug hits the students, they are on a constant vigil for affordable, good spices. Akhil has brought small 
bags of spices purchased at his favorite source, the local natural food store. He tosses in golden tumeric and Indian chili 
powder (different from the American variety, he says). “When I started cooking, Kamesha laughed at me because I was 
always measuring and asking about quantities.” 

“Now he doesn’t measure,” says Kamesha, beaming at her pupil. “He’s gotten good.” 

Rashmi Ekka: “We are used to waiting.” 

Rashmi grew up in Jamshedpur, India, where her mother and a housekeeper did the cooking. “I 
only had the chance to make fun food for myself—not proper meals.” Her first “proper” meal 
was created at Wooster.  

For tonight’s dinner, Rashmi prepares a food that falls into the “fun” category– a kathi, or egg 
roll, often sold on the street for about ten cents. “They are India’s fast food, but you will also find 
them served in homes and five star-restaurants,” she says. As she rolls out the dough for her roti, 
a tortilla-like pancake that she will cook on a griddle and wrap around an omelet, she describes how Indian breads are 
prepared and used. If she were to fry her pancake in a little butter, it would become a paratha, which she would stuff 
with vegetables. If she deep-fried it like a doughnut, it would become a puffed, crunchy puri, used for special meals. 

                                                 continued… 
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For Rashmi and her two friends, fast food has its place, and its place is not center stage. They do not equivocate when 
they are asked if international and American students approach food differently. Their American peers, they agree, seem 
much less likely to cook for themselves.  “They want to pop something into the microwave,” says Rashmi. “We are used 
to waiting.”  

But even cooks who are used to waiting need fortification. Midway through preparations, the trio dives into a package of 
Little Debby pound cakes. Friends with good noses have begun stopping in, to see what’s cooking.  

The feast is served 

Graciously solicitous, Kamesha, Rashmi, and Akhil serve their silver-haired guest. The kathi is presented wrapped in a 
paper towel, street-style. The eggs are delicately flavored with lemon and slightly crunchy onion. The rice and beans are 
soft and sweetly fragrant. The addition of coconut milk while the rice was cooking makes the dish a perfect accompani-
ment to the pungent, golden potatoes, and fiery red chicken.  The cooks asks if perhaps their guest could use a glass of 
water? 
 

But she is content. The meal is perfect. The wait has been worth it.  

MY PERSONAL CONTEMPLATION ON MY LANGUAGES 
By Akane Fukuda, ’10 

 

Language provides a distinctive identity for different groups of human beings. It shapes the 
minds of individuals. It functions as a tool for communication and self-expression. Being bilin-
gual, I have noticed that language is not just a tool but it penetrates the mind of the individual 
who speaks it. I have come to notice some interesting features for both English and Japanese, 
my native language. English is like a beaded necklace, while Japanese is woven like a hemp 
necklace. In English, sentences are formed by combining words. In Japanese, the words are 
fused together by articles, verb conjugations, and sentence endings that are unique to each per-
son and occasion.  

Japanese language is diverse in the sentence structure. The most prominent difference that has 
caught my attention is the fact that personality applies to the sentence structure. This is mostly true in casual conversa-
tions. For example, depending on the person, there are different ways for saying “I” including Watashi, Boku, and ore. 
This also applies for other pronouns. The endings of the sentences can vary for this reason. For example, “I like dogs,” 
can be said “Watashi wa Inu ga suki desu,” as the standard way, “Watashi wa inu ga suki yo,”  most likely by a girl, 
and “Boku wa inu ga suki da”, by a boy or a man, and so on. Situations determine which type of speech or writing will 
be used. Gender, audience, and age can affect the way a person talks. Honorifics are used when the audience is older, 
of a higher position, or a respected person like a customer. The verb “do” is suru in the standard form, nasaru, in the 
respectful speech, itasu, in the humble speech, and shimasu, in the polite speech.  

In English, instead of numerous conjugations and personal sentence endings like in Japanese, words give life to sen-
tences. The art of English wording amazes me. In my sophomore year in high school, I read a book called Their Eyes 
Were Watching God, in which I found copious beautiful metaphors, similes, and personifications. My favorite passage 
is this: “She was stretched on her back beneath the pear tree soaking in the alto chant of the visiting bees, the gold of 
the sun and the panting breath of the breeze when the inaudible voice of it all came to her.” It is as if the words them-
selves are alive. In daily speech, sentences can sound much different with words like “honey”, “sweety”, or “sir”, 
while these, in Japanese, would be incorporated into the pronouns, sentence endings and verb conjugations.  

My reflection of language is constantly changing as I discover more about it. I enjoy my First Year Seminar class, 
“Language, Culture, and Social Identity”, where the students and the professor discuss about the mechanisms and dif-
ferent aspects of language. Language has a mystic power that is beyond explanation. It is fascinating that despite the 
vast disparity between their languages, people can come to understand and communicate with each other using a lan-
guage.  The language difference, between Japanese and English, for me, is no longer a wall but an invisible veil. Both 
languages make me who I am today.  


