Alburey Castell’s liberal arts

Book by Ron Hustwit supports the mission of an education

WOOSTER — When Howard
Lowry persuaded Alburey
Castell to leave the University of
Oregon and join the faculty at
The College of Wooster in 1963,
-it was a major
coup, not only
for - the
:department
‘- of philosophy,
but ‘also for
. college

tation - as a
" national liber-
al arts institu-
tion..

Castell

Lowry, who. brought Indepen-‘

" dent Study to Wooster in 1948,

leled his “and: ‘Castell,
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its-

‘development -
thinkers: was: cnnca_-. 0 the col-

“Was the best'p
sought faculty members whose ~ professo
passion for the liberal arts paral-
who -
believed that-aliberal'arts educa- .
tion provided an. ideal founda-'
. tion-for: a life;of learning, was. 4 - |
“-perfect ‘match. Both men sub- _-2
',-scnbed to the phllosophy that eff

the liberal arts should be the cor-
nerstone for a society to build

future leaders and decision mak-

ers.

Castell’s beliefs are neatly sum-
marized in a collection of papers,
lectures and presentations dur-
ing his time at Wooster gathered

by his colleague Ron, Hustwit,

professor. ~of _philosophy. -at. _
vided us with a.carefully. edited
volume of Castell’s works, but he

Woostet.in “Who Needs-a-Liber-

al Arts Collége? A Philosophy of -

‘Education” by Alburey Castell.
“Castell: beheved' that- th
cofy culture

1ége’s; mission; » gaid. Hustwit.

“He believed that educatrng stir-
‘dentsin ‘philosophy;in particular,”
repara’aon for the:
was especmlly-

:'mary ang:; secondary school_-
teachers as: Well asprofessionsin:

law, mmrstry and the.psycholog1

ERET)

called ‘rational agents.

The coliection - gathered by
Hustwit, includes  Castell’s “The
Self -in - Philosophy,”. . “The
Humanities Give You the Mod-

-ern World,”“The Place of Philos-

ophy - in - Education - and  The
Humanities,” and “Who Needs a
Liberal Arts College?”-.

“Dr. Hustwit has not only pro-

_as'also provided the coflege and
he liberal arts copimunity with a

“significant ‘gift — a piece of his-
tory,” -said Denise: Monbarren,
special collections: librarian at

Wooster who: wrote the preface
to: the: book. “This. work -offers
he words and thoughts of d man

¢ foday’s:

i.had a ;omt appomtment in, - th
;‘_department of education:d
:»University of Oregon'

Erofessorshrp ;
ied at the Col-

twit. As one of 20th century
America’s prominent philoso-
phers, Castell argued that the
person, or “self,” reasons, while
the procésses of nature are rea-
soned about. A lifelong adver-
sary of B.F. Skinner, Castell
believed that students were not
“stimulus-response mechanisms,

but resourceful reasoners assem-

bling connecting links to conclu-

sions.” He described the function. *
of :a liberal arts college ds, one .
that “provides a foundanon for:
the technical skill§ acquired at
the graduate and professronal

school level™

Bornin Canada in 1904 Castell
earned-a B.A. and M.A. at The -
_Umversrty of “Toronto ' and a-
PHD. at:the University. of Chicas
£0.. He! began his’ teachmg Career
1931 as an instructor
- ophy at ‘the Universi

phﬂos-

esota-and served as defna

Columbia, Florida, and Bowden.
His publications include “A Col-
lege Logic” and "An Introduc-
tion -to Modern Philosophy” —
standard texts in colleges and

universities for decades — and

are centered. on teaching the
undergraduate. In-addition, he
wrote introductions to books by
Mill, Huxley, James Jones and
others. -

Hustwit,: who gomed Wooster s
facultyin 1967 earned.a BA. at
Westmirister: 'ollege (1964), an
M.A. at ‘the-*University of
Nebiaska - {1965),-and a Ph.D.
from_.the .University of Texas
(1970) His teachiiig respon31b111—
ties include -ancient ‘philosophy,
logic, philosophy. of mind and

© philosophy of education. He is

author - of “Something About
0K Bouwsma” and_has-written
arucles and’ papers 011 ‘Sgren
Kierkegaard and Ludwrg




