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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE: ARCHIVED INDEPENDENT STUDIES  
 
1996 INDEPENDENT STUDIES 
 
Matthew  F. Queen                                                     The Application of Multi-Level Game Theory on International Negotiations: A 

Comparative Case Study of Austria’s European Union Negotiations and 
Switzerland’s European Economic Area Negotiations 

 
2003 INDEPENDENT STUDIES 
 
Leslie A. Hahn Whole Line is it Anyway in International Negotiation? Collective Versus National 

Interests in the Treaty Making Process at ILO, WIPO, and WHO 
 

Jane B. Smith Practice What You Preach! Policy on Paper Versus Policy in Action: An Analysis of 
the Implementation of A National Security Strategy of Engagement and 
Enlargement and a Qualitative Examination of the Relationship Between 
Conventional Weapons Transfers and the Outbreak of War in 152 Countries 
 

Laura M. Stahr Sending the Power Home; Can Devolution be an Effective Policy Tool for Both 
Unitary and Federal Governments to Stop Separatist Movements? 
 

Emily Todd Increasing Overall Welfare or Maintaining the Status Quo? A Theoretical 
Examination of the Role and Impact of Non-Governmental Organizations in 
Nicaragua 

 
2004 INDEPENDENT STUDIES 
 
Karina M. Colbenson Tailoring Resolution Type to Conflict Type: United Nations Peacebuilding in 

Cambodia, El Salvador, Namibia and East Timor 
 

Lindsay A. Hall There Can Be No Marriage Without Engagement: A Theoretical Analysis of the 
Same Sex Marriage Debate 
 

Lesley Hankin Does Nuclear Deterrence Leave the United States Feeling Vulnerable? A Case Study 
Analysis of How Organizational Pressures Can Undermine Deterrence Theory 
 

Nia Indelicato What They Think We Think: Assessing the Existence and Role of Perceived Public 
Opinion in Intervention Policy 
 

Michael R. Kwong The Rise of the Extreme Right in Western Europe Since 1945: Theories and Cases 
 

Angela M. Manella Combating Sex Slavery in Contemporary Europe: A Comparative Study of Anti-
Trafficking Policies in Four Western European Countries 
 

Ben Mitchell Religion, the State, and Society: Determining the Effects of Secularity on Internal 
Conflict 
 

Marc D. Patterson Beyond the Water’s Edge: Are Republican or Democratic Presidents More 
Successful at Passing Foreign Policy Through Congress? 
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Sarah A. Reinbold Education, Rehabilitation...Incarceration: The Influence of Advocacy Coalitions 
Concerning Women in the War on Drugs During Policy Formulation 
 

Casimir J. Wolnowski How Public Opinion Affected American Foreign Policy Regarding Military 
Intervention in Africa During the Clinton Administration 

 
2005 INDEPENDENT STUDIES 
 
 Christopher M. Billow Presidential Success in Congress: The Myth of Second Term Failure 

 
Sophie Brym How Powerful Are Ethnic Interest Groups? Examining the Role and Influence of 

Ethnic Interest Groups in American Foreign Policymaking 
 

Elizabeth D. Calhoun Neo-Liberal Reform in Mexico and Undocumented Migration to the United States 
 

Andrew C. Darneille 
 

Can You Believe What’s on TV These Days?: An Examination of the Effects of 
Citizen Groups on the Enforcement of Federal Communications Commission 
Broadcast Indecency Policy [2 copies] 
 

Todd A. Ginter Testing the Influence of the Neustadt Theory: Can a President Really Influence Civil 
Rights Policy? 
 

Arvil A. Gonzalez Who Turns the Screws? An Investigation into the Relationship Between Military 
Regime Type and Economic Policy Behavior with Regards to Base Support and 
Power Structure Affecting Privatization Policies 
 

Nicole L. Greene Sinethemba “We Have Hope”: Exploring Women’s Emancipation Post National 
Liberation in South Africa and Mozambique 
 

Justin L. Hart The Effects of Ties to Community on Survey Respondents’ Willingness to Join a 
Watershed Partnership [2 copies] 
 

Christopher J. 
Laubenthal 

Making the Grade or Grading the Makers: A Look at NCLB in America [2 copies] 
 
 

Audra A. Lewicki Government Warning – The Ingredients of this Regime May Be Carcinogenic: A 
Comparative Case Study of Corruption in Four Developing States 
 

Eli Lewine The Power to Negotiate: How Power Symmetry Affected American Bilateral Arms 
Control Treaties [2 copies] 
 

Matthew A. Long With No Uncertain Terms: An Examination of the Effects of Legislative Term Limits 
on State Fiscal Management [2 copies] 
 

Daniel I. Lux Asymmetry Vs. Relative Balance: The Stratification of Power Within Regional Free 
Trade Agreements in the Americas 
 

Kathryn R. Maher Some Like it Hot: Media Framing of Global Warming and Its Impact on Public 
Opinion [2 copies] 
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Katherine Martinez The Impact of United States Military Bases Abroad 
 

Allison M. Nau The Strength of a State: Modeling Hard and Soft Power 
 

Joshua A. Nowack Casting a Wide Net: An Investigation into How Political Campaigns Are Utilizing 
the Internet for Political Gain [2 copies] 
 

Michael C. Nunnari The Art of Changing Minds: A Comparative Study of the Political Significance of the 
Works of F.T. Marinetti and Vaclav Havel 
 

Douglas M. Palmer A Photo Finish or a Finished Photo? A Picture of Hard-Fought and Low-Key U.S. 
Senate Competition, 1998-2004 
 

Sameera S. Pochiraju Disease and Conflict: Analyzing the Impact of HIV/AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa [2 
copies] 
 

Andrea L. Porter Does Public Involvement in Economic Development Benefit the State? A Cost-
Benefit Analysis of Four Case Studies 
 

Shoshana E. Raskas Strategies for Success: Union Learning and the Latino Migrant Worker Community 
in the United States 
 

Kaitlin E. Remenaric Fear and Loathing in November: Terror Rhetoric and the 2004 Presidential Election 
 

Jessica L. Riviere A Voice for the Future? The Lasting Effects of the 1968 Student Movement on 
Contemporary German Foreign Policy 
 

Sarah E. Romorini Broken Landscapes, Divided Classes: A Portrait of Agrarian Reform and Its Effects 
on Rural Class Structure 
 

Fallon M. Skinner Are We There Yet? A Comparative Case Study Analysis of Women’s Socioeconomic 
Status in Pre- and Post-Revolutionary Latin American States 
 

Luke Ullman U.S. Democratization Efforts of Latin America Utilization of Diplomatic, Economic 
and Military Strategies During the 1980’s 
 

Laura VanVoorhees Whores and Madonnas – When Religion Meets Reality: Examining the Effect of 
Religious Narratives on Non-Governmental Organization Aiding in the Sex Industry 
 

Kristin K. Veblen New Tensions in American Politics: Bioethics and Philosophies of the Moral 
Individual 
 

Jonathan F. Webster Onward Christian Soldiers: A Look into Religious Terrorism 
 

Ian Willey Balancing Threats in the Taiwan Straits: Neorealist Theory and U.S.-Taiwan-China 
Relations in the 1990s 
 

Elizabeth I. Yuko Hope Is Not a Strategy: The Impact of the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition on 
the Pace Process of Northern Ireland 
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2006 INDEPENDENT STUDIES 
 
Jordan Casey Drugs and Money: An Indepth Examination of the Impact of a Drug Economies 

Presence, on the Level of Foreign Direct Investment a Country Receives 
 

Kimberly S. Chin-See Collective Security or Selective Security: States’ Adherence to These Obligations [2 
copies] 
 

Tyler T. Collen The Road to Military Intervention: An In-Depth Look at the U.S. Decision-Making 
Process After the Cold War 
 

Margaux J. Day Put Your Money Where Your Patients Are: A Study of International Funding for 
Aids Treatment 
 

Taylor J. Delhagen The Eroded Path to Conflict: A Study of Unsustainable Environmental Practices and 
Acute Violent Conflict in the Sudan and Sri Lanka 
 

Andrew Etter The Construction of Communal Identities 
 

Anne E. G. Fine Preservation of Regional Stability: Determinants of Intervention in Intra-State 
Conflicts 
 

James C. Fisher Catalunya y Euskadi: Modernization and the Expression of Sub-Nationalism in Spain 
 

Marco A. Garcia ¿Hay Differencias? Do Latino Representatives Vote Differently From Other 
Members of Congress? Is Being Latino Important? 
 

John O. Gibson Terrorism and Lethality: A Comparative Analysis Between Secular and Religion 
Motivated Terrorisms 
 

Adam R. Koenigsberg Predicting the Success of Minor Parties 
 

Courtney M. Lee No News is Bad News: An Exploratory Study of Television News Media and Its 
Roles in Youth Political Non-Participation [2 additional appendices] 
 

Max S. Lesko Stories About War: A Comparative Case Study of How Four Presidents Used 
Narratives to Justify Military Involvement 
 

Felipe F. Millán-
Calhoun 

“No Strings Attached”, or a “Secure Donation?” The Influence of US National 
Security Policy on Its Foreign Assistance Program to Latin America, 1980-1999 
 

Charles J. Moorhouse Parcelling Out the Farm: Federal Agriculture Policies Effects on Exurbanization [2 
copies] 
 

William A. Norton Towards an Understanding of United Nations Nation Building: Lessons from El 
Salvador, Somalia, and Mozambique 
 

Michael G. Prohaska Will They or Will They Not? The Lone Crescent and Star’s Quest for European 
Union Membership 
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Lois L. Ribich Media Coverage and Foreign Policy: A Comparative Case Study Analysis of 
Humanitarian Crises in Africa 
 

Patricia L. Ross Italy’s Procurato Aborto and Ireland’s Ginmhilleadh: Comparative Abortion 
Legislation in Western Europe 
 

Kristin P. Santose Foreign Policy and Public Opinion: A Case-Study Analysis of the Persian Gulf and 
Iraq Wars 
 

Josh Skraba What if God Voted Like Us? 
 

Elizabeth Steiner Foreign Influence on the Third Wave of Democratization: A Comparative Study of 
the United States Hard and Soft Power Influence 
 

Lindsay B. Tingley Strange Bedfellows: The Influencing Affect of U.S. Economic Incentives Upon Level 
of Cooperation in the ‘War on Terror’ 
 

Kristin M. O. Welk Terrorism in the Post-Cold War Era: An Examination of the Causality Relationship 
of Political Opportunity and Political Repression on Terrorist Activity Between 1994 
and 2003 
 

Kyle S. Witucky Presidential Personality and Character Type: An Examination of Its Influence on 
Inter-Presidential Relations 

 
2007 INDEPENDENT STUDIES 
 
Ryan A. Hand The Impact of Structure and Culture on Bureaucratic Decision Making [2 copies] 

 
Sarah C. Horne The Media as a Revolutionary Actors: A Case Study of Nicaragua During the 

Sandinista Government 
 

Bradley T. Ingraham Secret Weapon or Neglected Demographic: Youth Mobilization in the 2006 
Senatorial Elections 
 

Cameron W. MacLeod Determining Indicative Factors of International Institutional Legitimacy 
 

Erik M. Shoemaker Framing Processes and Collective Action Responses: Organizing Efforts Against 
Anti-Undocumented Immigrant Ballot Initiatives in California and Arizona 
 

Andre M. Smith Is the Current Election System in the United States Truly Democratic? A Normative 
Study of Felon Disenfranchisement in United States Election System 
 

Andrew J. Strauch The Existence of Altruism According to Thomas Hobbes, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
and Adam Smith 
 

Marisa K. Vitols Who Made the Mess?: A Study Examining How the Type of Donor Effects Foreign 
Aid to Africa 
 

Hobart A. Yeager Democratic Transition, Ethnic Violence and Premature Elections 
 



 6 

2008 INDEPENDENT STUDIES 
 
Andrew J. Becker The Five Permanent Members of the Security Council and Their Actions Inside the 

Security Council in Relationship to Cote d’Ivoire and Rwanda 
 

Elizabeth C. Bremer A Gendered Analysis of Microcredit Lending: The Effects of Women’s Rights on 
Grassroots Development 
 

Alex. E. Brower The Construction of a European Identity Through Discourse Othering “Less 
European” Actors: Debates on Turkish Accession to the European Union 
 

Justin Chapman Earning Their Wings: The Military-Industrial Complex and Defense Procurement 
 

Heather M. Couch  Setting the Stage for Terrorism: Non-State Actors Taking Advantage of State Failure 
 

Jeffrey A. Dauer German Strategic Culture 
 

Kenneth E. Fisher Does the Public Listen to the President: An Evaluation of Metaphorical War Rhetoric 
and Public Opinion 
 

Christopher L. 
Goodness 

Facilitating Cooperation in Economic Sanctions: An Analysis of Decision-Making 
Models in State Cooperation 
 

Jason L. Greenwald Presidential Character Analyzed: Analyzing the Exhibition of the Common Struggle 
as Described by James David Barber (1972) for Active-Negative Presidents: Richard 
Nixon and Lyndon Johnson 
 

Nathaniel A. Jeffirs You Can’t Handle the Truth!: The Effect of Government Deception on the Public’s 
Support for War 
 

Sarah E. Hauge States, Treaty Bodies, and Human Rights: A Study of the Implementation of Human 
Rights in Japan 
 

Lauren E. Huffman Coordinated Strategies?  The Indigenous Rights Movement in the United Nations as a 
Transnational Advocacy Network 
 

Stephanie H. Linich Unconditional Love...or is it? A Study of the Conditionality Policies Used by the 
International Monetary Fun and Their Effects on Economic Development in 
Developing Countries 
 

Laura A. McHugh A Study of the Relationship Between New York Times Editorial Content and 
Presidential Rhetoric During Cases of Systematic Attempts at Large-Scale Mass 
Killing (1993-2000) 
 

Lara A. Pfaff Moral Foundations of Truth Commissions in Theory and Practice 
 

Irene Rhine Germany’s Perceptions of Turkish Accession to the European Union 
 

Sheena L. Smith How the Media Influences United States Foreign Policy During Humanitarian Crises: 
The Kurdish and Haitian Refugee Crises 
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Daniel P. Sommers Small Arms Trade: Are Current International Efforts Decreasing the Amount of 
Small Arms Transactions? 
 

Blake R. Szerlip The Use of Force as a Means to Counterterrorism 
 

Kofi K. Yankey Women as Political Leaders: Does Sex Make a Difference When Voting in the House 
 

Chen Zhao Responding to the “Evil” Asian Dragon: A Study of the U.S. Perception of an 
Economically Rising China [2 copies] 

 


