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 Introduction to International Relations 
Political Science 120 
Spring Semester 2008  

 MWF 10:00-10:50am in Kauke 136 
 

Dr. Kent Kille 
Office: Kauke 106 

Office Phone: 263-2456; Home Phone: 262-0402 
E-mail: kkille@wooster.edu 

Office hours: Monday 11am-noon, Wednesday 3:30-4:30, Friday 9-9:50am; or by appointment 
Class web page: www.wooster.edu/polisci/kkille/introirspring08.html 

 
 Matt Fuller - Teaching Apprentice 

Phone: ext. 5739; E-mail: mfuller09@wooster.edu 
Office Hour: Wednesday 7:00-8:00pm in MomÕs Truck Stop 

 
Course Description: 
This introductory course is designed to help students gain a better understanding of international 
relations by exposing them to a wide range of factors that are shaping global events while also 
providing them with concepts to make the relations between these factors more clearly 
identifiable. Topics will include the following: your place in international relations, the structure 
of the international system, what interests are important to international politics and how these 
interests are met, traditional and continuing concerns of international relations (such as war, 
security, and economic relations) along with other important issues now facing the global 
populace (such as population, human rights and the environment) and what can be done to cope 
with these problems. 
 
Required Reading: 
1) John T. Rourke, International Politics on the World Stage, 11th edition. 
2) John T. Rourke, Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in World Politics, 13th 
edition. 
3) Selected reserve readings, on electronic reserve at http://eres.library.denison.edu/. A password 
will be provided in class.   
4) Daily Newspaper: The New York Times, discounted subscriptions are available through the 
bookstore or the paper can be read at http://www.nytimes.com. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Students will take two midterm exams and a final exam.  In addition, there will be 6 short 
position papers (see syllabus for dates) designed to prepare students for class participation. 
 
The midterms and final exam will test studentsÕ knowledge of course materials through a 
combination of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay questions.  Note that these exams 
are not cumulative.  In addition, there will be a map portion on each exam. For the first midterm 
students will be responsible for the Americas and Europe; on the second midterm students will 
be responsible for the Middle East and Asia; and on the final exam students will be responsible 
for Africa (Note: a full world map for reference is on the inside back cover of International 
Politics on the World Stage).  The final exam also has a 3-5 page take-home essay that looks 
back across the course.  The take home questions will be handed out in class. 
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The position papers are designed to help students prepare for class discussions by getting them 
to review and integrate information on the topics to be discussed.  Papers should reference the 
related course readings. These papers are due at the beginning of class on discussion days (see 
syllabus for dates and topics). The papers should be around two pages in length. Handwritten 
papers are allowed, but typed papers are preferred. 
 
Class participation is strongly encouraged. There will be six specific meetings where we will 
hold open debate on particular topics. Students will have prepared for these discussions by 
writing position papers (see above). However, student comments, questions and discussion are 
encouraged and will still play an important part in the course across all class sessions.  
 
Selections from the television show Survivor will also be incorporated to illustrate international 
relations concepts.  Students will be watching the new series of Survivor, once it begins later in 
the semester in order to reinforce and build upon previous material, as well as illustrate new 
ideas. The first show airs on Thursday February 7 at 8:00pm on CBS and following episodes will 
air every Thursday at 8:00pm.  For those unable to watch the show in its regular slot, an 
alternative viewing will be established.  
 
Grading:  
First Midterm:  21% 
Second Midterm:  21% 
Final Exam:  (26% total) 
 In-class exam    21% 
 Take home essay     5% 
Papers and Class Participation:   (32% total) 
 Six position papers:   21% (3.5% for each paper) 
 Class participation:   11%  
     
As stated in The College of Wooster Catalogue, letter grades are defined as: 
ÒA rangeÓ indicates an outstanding performance in which there has been distinguished   
  achievement in all phases of the course 
ÒB rangeÓ  indicates a good performance in which there has been a high level of achievement 
  in some phases of the course 
ÒC rangeÓ indicates an adequate performance in which a basic understanding of the subject  

has been demonstrated 
ÒD rangeÓ indicates a minimal performance in which despite recognizable deficiencies there  
  is enough to merit credit 
F or NC indicates unsatisfactory performance 
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Course Policies: 
1) Attendance is a vital part of this class and class discussion is strongly encouraged. If you miss 
a class it is suggested that you get notes from the Teaching Apprentice or a fellow student. 
 
2) Attendance on position paper discussion days is required. You are expected to turn in your 
position paper at the beginning of class and then participate in the debate. Position papers will 
not be accepted at any other time, so failure to attend will result in a zero for that paper and 
points off on your class participation grade. 
 
3) Exam make-ups will only be allowed in extreme circumstances, such as a severe illness or 
death of a close member of the family. A makeup exam will be administered only if the student 
contacts the instructor before the exam and has documentation to support his or her excuse. 
 
4) Plagiarism is a serious offense and will be treated as such.  References must be clearly cited in 
the position papers - students must provide citations (either footnotes or parenthetical format) for 
the information they drew from sources in the body of the paper.  Work done by other students 
or work done previously for other classes is also unacceptable.  Students who plagiarize will 
automatically fail the course and could be subject to further academic disciplinary action.  If 
there are any questions regarding proper academic behavior please see the professor or refer to 
the ÒCode of Academic IntegrityÓ in The Scot’s Key (http://www.wooster.edu/policies/scotskey. 
pdf).
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COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
January 14: Introduction to class, no reading 
 
January 16: International Relations and Your Life 
 International Politics: Chapter 1, pp. 2-22 
 
 World Wide Wooster: A Guide to Resources for Global Education at The College of 
 Wooster - available at: www.wooster.edu/dof/docs/www.pdf  
 
    Chadwick Alger readings (on electronic reserve): 
     - ÒColumbus in the World, the World in ColumbusÓ 
     - ÒThe Survey Reports on Japan-Related Regional Activities in the U.S.Ó 
 
January 18: Discuss Position Paper #1 - Your Place in the International System 
 
POSITION PAPER #1: This class is an introduction to international relations, but how does 
this relate to you? Based on the Rourke, Alger, and World Wide Wooster readings discuss how 
international events and actors can affect you and, in reverse, what type of international role do 
you see yourself playing? Along with the paper you must attach a completed copy of the self-
inventory (handed out in class). Be prepared to discuss your personal experiences as an 
Òinternational actorÓ with the class. 
 
January 21: Evolution of the International System  
 International Politics: Chapter 2, pp. 34-46 and ÒStates and the Future,Ó pp. 180-188 
 
   Taking Sides: Issue 3, ÒIs U.S. Global Dominance Destructive?Ó   
 
January 23: The 21st Century (and Beyond) International System? 
    International Politics: Chapter 2, pp. 46-59, ÒPower RelationshipsÓ pp. 90-92, and  

ÒGlobalizationÓ pp. 126-135 
    
    Taking Sides: Issue 4, ÒHas Russia Become Undemocratic and Antagonistic?Ó 
 
 Niall Ferguson, ÒA World Without Power,Ó pp. 62-68 (on electronic reserve) 
 
January 25: Power of States 
    International Politics: Chapter 8, pp. 232-248 along with pp. 303-308 and 387-391 
    
    Taking Sides: Issue 5, ÒWill China Soon Become a Threatening Superpower?Ó 
 
January 28: Discuss Position Paper #2 - Classifying the International System 
POSITION PAPER #2: How would you classify the current international system? How do you 
see the future of the international system? Think about both of these questions in terms of what 
the poles of the international system are now and might be in the future. Also discuss how your 
perspective relies on what aspects of power you believe are important.  
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January 30: Nationalism: Definitions 
    International Politics: Chapter 4, pp. 98-112 and Yugoslavia map, p. 117; and definition  
    of a state, pp. 165-169 
 
February 1: Nationalism: Positive and Negative Aspects 
    International Politics:  Chapter 4, pp. 112-124  
 
February 4: National Identity 
 Taking Sides: Issue 6, ÒWould It Be an Error to Establish a Palestinian State?Ó 
 
February 6: Transnationalism 
   International Politics: Chapter 5, pp. 143-161; plus review pp. 126-135 and 50-52 
 
   Taking Sides: Issue 2, ÒDoes Globalization Threaten Cultural Diversity?Ó 
 
*Reminder: First episode of Survivor airs February 7 
 
February 8: Transnationalism and International Student Perspectives 
 *Guest visit by members of the Ambassadors Program  
 
February 11: MIDTERM #1 
 
February 13: Theoretical Approaches to International Relations 
    International Politics:  pp. 23-31 and pp. 135-143 
 
    Charles Kegley Jr., ÒThe Neoliberal Challenge to Realist Theories of World Politics: An   
    IntroductionÓ pp. 1-17 (on electronic reserve) 
    
February 15: System Level of Analysis 
    International Politics: Chapter 3, pp. 87-95 and levels of analysis and war, pp. 300-303 
  
February 18: State Level of Analysis 
    International Politics: Chapter 3, pp. 76-87 and pp. 178-180 on democratic peace 
 
February 20: Individual Level of Analysis  
    International Politics: Chapter 3, pp. 63-76 
    
    ÒWould World Affairs Be More Peaceful If Women Dominated Politics?Ó pp. 232-251  
 (on electronic reserve) 
 
February 22: Studying War  
    International Politics: Chapter 10, pp. 308-314 and 323-336 
 
    Taking Sides: Issue 7, ÒShould All Foreign Troops Soon Leave Iraq?Ó  
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February 25: Discuss Position Paper #3 - Is it a Survivor World? 
 
POSITION PAPER #3: On the television show Survivor, participants are competing among 
themselves for a cash prize.  In international relations the scale of the competition is much larger, 
but are similar dynamics at work in both situations?  Which theoretical perspective, realism or 
liberalism, best describes the interactions on Survivor and predicts what will occur on future 
shows?  Does the same theory best capture the dynamics of international relations?  In 
comparing the two, explain how you think the situations are similar or different in relation to 
theoretical understanding.  Similarly, which level of analysis best explains what happens on 
Survivor and in international relations?  Why are your answers similar or different for these two 
contexts?  Finally, to put your ideas to the test, explain which member of each tribe you believe 
will be voted out next, why this will happen, and provide a longer term prediction of which 
individual will win.  
 
February 27: International Security  
   International Politics:  Chapter 11, pp. 339-371 
 
   Taking Sides: Issue 15, ÒIs North Korea an Aggressive Rogue State?Ó  
 
February 29: Terrorism 
    International Politics: pp. 315-323 and review ÒTransnational Religion,Ó pp. 149-157 
 
   Taking Sides: Issue 13, ÒDoes the United States Have a Sound Strategy for the War on 
 Terrorism?Ó  
 
March 3: Peace Studies  
*Guest lecture by TA Matt Fuller 
 
 Ho-Won Jeong Peace and Conflict Studies: An Introduction, pp. 19-26 (on electronic 
 reserve) 
 
    Chadwick Alger ÒThe Expanding Tool Chest for Peacebuilders,Ó pp. 13, 16, 39-42  

(on electronic reserve) 
 
    International Politics: ÒJust WarÓ pp. 283-286 
  
   Taking Sides: Issue 12, ÒIs Preemptive War an Unacceptable Doctrine?Ó 
 
March 5: International Economics: The International Political Economy 
    International Politics: Chapter 12, pp. 373-383 and 398-406 and Chapter 13, pp. 435-444 
  
   Taking Sides: Issue 1, ÒIs Economic Globalization a Positive Trend?Ó 
 
March 7: Discuss Position Paper #4 - International Security 
POSITION PAPER #4: Assignment to be handed out in class 
 
March 10-21: NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 
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March 24 and 26: International Economics: North versus South 
 International Politics: Chapter 12, pp. 383-387 and 391-398 and Chapter 13, pp. 410-417  
 
    Taking Sides: Issue 10, ÒShould the United States Take a Hard-line with China about Its 
 International Economic Policies?Ó 
  
 Film: T-Shirt Travels: The Story of Secondhand Clothes and Third World Debt 
 
March 28: NO CLASS – INSTRUCTOR AT ISA CONFERENCE 
 
March 31: Sustainable Development 
    International Politics:  ÒNegative By-Products of DevelopmentÓ pp. 386-387 and 
 Chapter 15, pp. 490-495 
 
April 2: MIDTERM #2 
 
April 4: Social Issues 
    International Politics: pp. 496-500 (population) and 472-481 (food, health, and 
 education) 
 
April 7: Resource Consumption and Pollution 
    International Politics: Chapter 15, pp. 487-490 and 500-522  
 
    Taking Sides: Issue 19, ÒCan Destructive Impacts from Global Warming Be Confidently 
 Predicted?Ó 
 
April 9: International Organization: Development and Issues  
    International Politics: Chapter 7, pp. 191-201 and 209-220 
 
April 11: International Organization: The United Nations 
    International Politics: Chapter 7, pp. 220-227 and ÒThe UN and Economic Cooperation,Ó 
 pp. 418-419 and review pp. 359-367 
   
   Taking Sides: Issue 16, ÒDoes the United Nations Deserve Support?Ó 
 
April 14: International Organization: International Economic Organizations 
    International Politics: Chapter 13, pp. 419-428 
 
   Taking Sides: Issue 9, ÒIs World Trade Membership Beneficial?Ó  
 
April 16: International Organization: Regional Organizations    

  
 International Politics: Economic Cooperation (pp. 426-428), European Union (pp. 201-
 208), Americas and Asia (pp. 429-435) 
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April 18: Discuss Position Paper #5 - International Organizations 
 
POSITION PAPER #5: How far do you think international governmental organizations (IGOs) 
should be developed? Is there a difference between how far you think IGOs can develop and how 
far you wish they could develop? Building out of this discussion, drawing on the sections of 
sustainable development, social issues, resource consumption, and pollution, what do you 
believe is the capacity of IGOs to handle these global problems?  
 
April 21: Diplomacy 
    International Politics: Chapter 8, pp. 248-266 and 81 on two-level game 
 
 Taking Sides: Issue 14, ÒIs Patient Diplomacy the Best Approach to IranÕs Nuclear 
 Program?Ó  
 
April 23: International Law  
    International Politics: Chapter 9, pp. 269-295 
    
    Taking Sides: Issue 17, ÒIs U.S. Refusal to Join the International Criminal Court Wise?Ó 
 
April 25: International Law and Human Rights 
    International Politics:  Chapter 14, pp. 449-471 and ÒGlobal Bill of Rights,Ó pp. 482-483 
 
 Taking Sides: Issue 18, ÒShould Accused Terrorists Have Legal Rights Similar to 
 Prisoners of War?Ó pp. 300-313 
 
April 28 and 30: International Law Simulation (Paper is due April 28) 
 
POSITION PAPER #6: Negotiating a comprehensive international human rights treaty. Discuss 
in your paper what you think should be covered in an updated human rights treaty, choices you 
would make in relation to the options for conducting diplomacy, other ways besides a treaty that 
you might use to get your ideas of human rights made into international law, and problems that 
you foresee enforcing any agreement that could be reached. In class students will be broken in to 
groups and we will attempt to negotiate a new human rights treaty. 
 
May 2: Simulation de-briefing and review for final exam 
 
FINAL EXAM:  Wednesday May 7 at 9:00am 
 


