
Political Science 225: The United Nations System 
Rules of Procedure for Spring 2008 Simulation 

 
NOTE: Even if you have done a Model United Nations elsewhere, be sure to carefully review 
these procedures since rules can vary across different simulations.  
 

I. SESSIONS 
 

Rule 1 - Place of Meeting 
 The Model United Nations sessions will meet in the location designated by the Secretary-
General. 
 
Rule 2 - Opening and Closing Dates 
 The sessions will open and close on the dates set forth by the Secretary-General.  
 

II. AGENDA 
 

Rule 3 - Provisional Agenda 
 The provisional agenda for the plenary meetings will be drawn up by the Secretary-
General in consultation with the membership of the ruling body. 
 
Rule 4 - Amendment of Items 
 Items on the agenda may be amended by the ruling body before the opening session of 
debate if approved by a simple majority of the members present and voting.  The Secretary-
General must also concur with any change or deletion.  The order of consideration of agenda 
items may be changed by a simple majority vote.  
 

III. DELEGATIONS 
 

Rule 5- Composition 
 Each Member State shall be represented by one delegate.  It is not possible to have 
another representative or another Member State participate in the deliberations and vote on your 
behalf. 
 
Rule 6 - Rights and Privileges of Delegates 
 Official delegates shall have the right to participate and speak at all meetings. In doing so, 
each delegate must be respectful of other Member States, other delegates, the Secretary-General, 
and the traditions of the United Nations. Delegates will be called to order by the Secretary-
General when their behavior shows a lack of respect for others. 
 

IV. PRESIDING OFFICERS 
 
Rule 7 - Presiding Officer 
 Meetings will be led by the President of the General Assembly, assisted by the Secretary-
General.  
 



Rule 8 - Appointment of Presiding Officer 
 The presiding officer for each session shall be appointed by the Secretary-General in 
consultation with the members of the ruling body.  If the appointed officer is not present at a 
meeting, then the Secretary-General will either designate a new presiding officer or perform the 
role himself. 
 
Rule 9 - General Powers and Duties of the Presiding Officer 
 1. The presiding officer shall preside over the meetings and, in the exercise of his or her 
functions, shall remain under the authority of the ruling body. 
 
 2. The presiding officer shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting of the 
session, direct the discussions in plenary meetings, ensure observance of these rules, accord the 
right to speak, put questions to the ruling body, determine the need for informal consultations, 
and announce decisions. 
 
 3. The presiding officer shall rule on points of order and, subject to these rules, shall have 
complete control of the proceedings at any meeting and over the maintenance of order. 
 
 4. The presiding officer may, in the course of the discussion of an item, propose the 
limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number of times each 
delegation may speak, the closure of the list of speakers, or the closure of the debate. 
 
 5. The presiding officer may also propose the suspension of or the adjournment of the 
meeting or the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. 
 

V. SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 
Rule 10 - Duties of the Secretary-General 
 The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings. The course instructor will 
serve as the Secretary-General throughout the Model United Nations simulation. 
 
Rule 11 - Assistant Secretary-General 
 If the Secretary-General finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any part 
thereof, he shall designate the Assistant Secretary-General to take his place.  The Assistant 
Secretary-General acting as Secretary-General shall have the same powers and duties as the 
Secretary-General. 
 
Rule 12 - Statements by the Secretary-General 
 The Secretary-General, or any person designated by him as his representatives, may at any 
time make either oral or written statements concerning any question under consideration. 
 

VI. ARENAS 
 

Rule 13 - The Plenary 
 The plenary shall be the main forum for deliberations.  Due to constraints regarding time 
and delegation size, the main committees will not be used.  



 
Rule 14 - Working Groups 
 In order to bridge contentious areas, the presiding officer (with the advice of the Secretary-
General) may establish smaller working groups to negotiate specific issues. These groups may 
function during normal sessions or meet outside of the official Model UN site. 
 
Rule 15 - Composition of Working Groups 
 The composition of each working group shall be determined by the presiding officer in 
consultation with the Secretary-General.  
 
Rule 16 - Caucusing 
 At any time a delegate or the presiding officer may move to caucus for a specified period 
of time (not exceeding 15 minutes). If approved, this motion will suspend the formal rules of 
procedure and allow delegates to discuss the issues at hand in a more informal manner. During 
caucusing delegates may not leave the meeting room.  
 

VII. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 
Rule 17 - Roll Call and Attendance 
 Whenever a session begins the presiding officer will read the roster of member countries.  
Members who desire to be counted shall answer Òpresent and votingÓ when their country is 
called.  
 
Rule 18 - Quorum for Meetings 
 The presiding officer may declare a meeting open and permit debate to proceed when at 
least one half of the members are present.  The presence of a majority of the members shall be 
required for any decision to be taken.  The Secretary-General may revise the number needed for 
a quorum after reasonable attempts to locate chronically absent members have failed.   
 
Rule 19 - Opening Debate 
 The presiding officer will begin a session by opening a temporary speakers list for the 
purpose of debating what topic will be discussed.  At any time during the debate, a motion to set 
the topic will be in order.  In the event of such a motion, the presiding officer will entertain one 
speaker in favor and one against setting that topic.  This motion requires a simple majority to 
pass.  If this motion carries, debate will be opened on that topic and no other until a resolution on 
that topic is passed or there is a motion to postpone debate until a later time.  If the motion to set 
a topic fails, then matters will proceed with the temporary speakers list until another such motion 
is made.  If all topics fail, the presiding officer shall have the discretion to select a topic or 
continue debate.  
 
Rule 20 - Recognition of Delegates 
  Delegates should gain the attention of the presiding officer either by sending a note or by 
raising their hand or placard.  This is true for all motions, the speakerÕs list, and voting. 
 
Rule 21 - Speeches 
 No representative may address the meeting without having previously obtained the 
permission of the presiding officer. 



Rule 22 - The SpeakerÕs List 
 The presiding officer shall call upon speakers in the order in which delegates signify their 
desire to be on the speakerÕs list to address the meeting.  It is the responsibility of the chair to 
maintain this list and to declare this list closed when so motioned. Once the speakerÕs list is 
exhausted, debate is over and the meeting moves to voting procedures.  A simple majority vote is 
required to close, or re-open, the list. 
 
Rule 23 - Limit on Speeches 
 A motion may be made to limit or extend the time to be allowed to each speaker or the 
number of times each delegation may speak on any question.  Two delegates may speak in favor 
and two may speak against a proposed limit. When the debate is limited and a delegate exceeds 
the allotted time, the presiding officer shall call that delegate to order. 
 
Rule 24 - Yields 
 If time limits are set on a speakerÕs time, a speaker may yield any remaining time to the 
presiding officer or to another member.  Time may also be yielded to questions from other 
delegates. If a delegate declines to answer a question then the time is yielded to the chair.  A 
delegate only consumes time while actually answering the question.  
 
Rule 25 - Extending the SpeakerÕs Time 
 If time limits are set on a speakerÕs time and the speakerÕs time has expired, another 
delegate may motion to have it extended.  This extension shall be granted unless a significant 
objection is raised.  A significant objection is one-third or more of the members present and 
voting.  The time a speech can be extended and the maximum number of extensions that can be 
granted will be set by the presiding officer.   
 
Rule 26 - Right of Reply 
 A memberÕs right of reply to a scathing or snide speech or comment will be granted at the 
presiding officerÕs discretion without appeal for a length of time determined by the presiding 
officer.  There will be no rights of reply to a right of reply. 
 
Rule 27 - Point of Order 
 During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may raise a point of order to point out a 
misuse of the rules, which will be immediately decided by the presiding officer in accordance 
with the rules of procedure. They take precedence over all other matters and can be used to 
interrupt a speaker if it is unavoidable.  A delegate raising a point of order may not speak on the 
substance of the matter under discussion.  If the presiding officer determines that points of order 
are being used to disrupt Assembly proceedings, he/she may rule that these should be submitted 
in writing. 
 
Rule 28 Ð Point of Information 
 A delegate may raise a point of information to the presiding officer if they wish to obtain a 
clarification of a procedure or matters currently being discussed.   Representatives should not 
interrupt a speaker with a point of information.  
 



Rule 29 Ð Point of Inquiry 
 If representatives are so willing, at the conclusion of a speech they may take questions 
from the other members.  A representative that wants to ask a question signifies their intention 
by raising a point of inquiry.  A point of inquiry may not be made until the speaker has finished 
their remarks and must be made before the speaker yields the floor.    
 
Rule 30 - Appeal of Ruling by the Chair 
 A delegate may appeal against the ruling of the presiding officer.  The presiding officer 
responds to the appeal and then the appeal is put to a vote.  The presiding officerÕs ruling shall 
stand unless overruled by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting. 
 
Rule 31 - Motions and Seconding 
 Motions may be put forward by any member. The motion must then be seconded before it 
can be considered.  Procedural motions always take precedence over substantive motions (i.e. 
resolutions and amendments).  Unless otherwise indicated, procedural motions require a simple 
majority for approval.  
 
Rule 32 - Procedural Motions 
 The motions indicated below shall have precedence in the following order over all other 
proposals or motions before the meeting: 
 
 a. To suspend the meeting 
 b. To adjourn the meeting 
 c. To postpone the debate on the item under discussion 
 d. To close the debate on the item under discussion 
 
Rule 33 - Suspension of the Meeting 
 During the discussion of any matter, any delegate may move the suspension of the 
meeting. When seeking a suspension of the meeting, a time period for the recess must be 
specified.  Such motions shall not be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote.  
 
Rule 34 - Adjournment of the Meeting 
 During the discussion of any matter, any delegate may move the adjournment of the 
meeting.  This motion means that all business has been completed and the meeting ends for the 
year.  The presiding officer may refuse to recognize a motion to adjourn if the body still has 
business to be completed.  
 
Rule 35 - Adjournment of the Debate 
 When it becomes necessary to postpone debate on the topic for a period of time, a motion 
to adjourn debate on the topic may be made. A time period for the postponement may or may not 
be specified. Permission to speak on the postponement of the debate shall be accorded two 
speakers in favor and two speakers opposing the postponement, after which the motion shall be 
immediately put to vote. To re-open debate on a postponed topic a delegate must call for a 
reconsideration of the topic (see rule 44).  
 
 



Rule 36 - Closure of the Debate 
 During the discussion of any matter, a delegate may move to end the debate on the item 
under discussion.  In addition to the proposer of the motion, one delegation may speak in favor 
of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall immediately be put to a vote.  This 
motion requires a two-thirds majority to pass. 
 
Rule 37 - Withdrawal of Motion 
 A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voting on it has 
commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A motion thus withdrawn may be 
reintroduced by any delegation (including the one who originally seconded it). 
 
Rule 38 - Decision of Competence 
 The competence of the body to act on a particular issue may be questioned.  This motion 
may have two speak in favor and two speak against, with a majority vote required to pass.  If the 
body rules that it is not competent to discuss an amendment or resolution, then the result is the 
same as the adjournment of debate.  
 

VIII. RESOLUTIONS AND AMENDMENTS 
 

Rule 39 - Format of Draft Resolutions 
 Draft resolutions must follow the format specified in the guidelines on resolution writing 
provided. Thus, the draft resolution must contain both a preambulatory section and an operative 
section and have proper formatting across both sections. 
 
Rule 40 - Introduction of Draft Resolutions 
 Draft resolutions must be submitted to the Secretary-General in writing before they are 
introduced into debate.  In addition, no draft resolutions will be discussed unless written copies 
have been provided to all delegations and the Secretary-General.  Finally, each resolution 
introduced into debate must have at least four sponsors whose names should be listed at the top 
of the draft.  Note that a sponsor of a resolution may withdraw his/her sponsorship of a resolution 
at any time before voting procedure begins.  If a resolution is without enough sponsors, 
sponsorship will be offered to any members present, but if no members wish to accept 
sponsorship then it will be removed from consideration.  Note that a signatory may not 
necessarily support the resolution; they may merely wish to see it debated.  Members may sign 
more than one resolution per topic.   
 
Rule 41 - Introduction of Amendments 
 A motion is considered to be an amendment if it merely adds to, deletes from, or revises 
part of the draft resolution.  
 
Rule 42 - Friendly Amendments 
 If an amendment is sponsored by all of the states that sponsored the original draft 
resolution, then the amendment is considered a Òfriendly amendmentÓ and becomes part of the 
original resolution. They are then debated and voted on together. 
 
 



Rule 43 - Unfriendly Amendments 
 If an amendment is not sponsored by all of the states that sponsored the original 
resolution, then the amendment is considered an Òunfriendly amendment.Ó Such an amendment 
requires the sponsorship of at least three members.  This second type of amendment does not 
become part of the original resolution. It is debated and voted on separately from, and always 
before, the corresponding draft resolution. 
 
Rule 44 - Debate of Resolutions and Amendments 
 Once each draft resolution or amendment is introduced, they are immediately open for 
debate. If more than one resolution or amendment is under consideration, they are discussed in 
the order they were introduced. The presiding officer should maintain separate speaker's lists for 
each resolution and unfriendly amendment. 
 
Rule 45 - Reconsideration of Proposals and Topics 
 If a vote has been taken on a proposal or debate has been adjourned, a representative may 
motion for reconsideration.  Two representatives may speak against the motion.  This motion 
requires a two-thirds majority to be approved. 
 

IX. VOTING 
 

Rule 46 - Voting Rights 
 Each delegate of a Member State shall have one vote. 
 
Rule 47 - Majority Vote 
 The presence of a majority of the members shall be requited for a vote to be taken.  
Decisions on most issues shall be made by a simple majority of the members present and voting.  
Members which abstain from voting are considered as not voting (i.e. for the vote to carry a 
majority of those voting must approve). 
 
Rule 48 -  Important Questions 
 Decisions of the Assembly on Òimportant questionsÓ shall be made by a two-thirds 
majority of the members present and voting.  These questions shall be limited to those listed in 
Article 18 of the Charter: recommendations with respect to the maintenance of international 
peace and security, the election of the nonpermanent members of the Security Council, the 
admission of new members to the United Nations, the suspension of the rights and privileges of 
membership, expulsion of members, questions relative to the operation of the trusteeship system, 
and budgetary questions; as well as amendments to the Charter.  Any other questions may be 
designated as Important Questions by a majority vote of the Assembly, with two delegates 
speaking for and two against before the vote occurs. 
 
Rule 49 - Method of Voting 
 Voting shall normally occur by hand or placard, unless otherwise successfully moved. In 
hand/placard voting, all members vote at the same time, with the only permissible votes being 
yes, no, and abstain. Procedural motions are always voted on in this manner and abstentions are 
not allowed on procedural votes.  
 



Rule 50 - Roll Call Voting 
 On substantive issues, any delegate can move to hold a roll call vote. The motion must be 
seconded by one-third of the Assembly. The roll call shall be taken in the alphabetical order of 
the names of the Member States, beginning with the Member State whose name is randomly 
selected by the presiding officer. The name of each Member State shall be called in any roll call, 
and its official delegate should reply yes, yes with explanation, no, no with explanation, abstain, 
or pass. If a Member State passes, then the presiding officer will come back to them after all 
others have voted. A second pass will be recorded as an abstention.  Explanations of votes will 
occur after the roll call has been completed.  Explanations should be brief, with the normal limit 
being 30 seconds.  
 
Rule 51 - Conduct During Voting 
 After the presiding officer has announced the beginning of the vote, no delegation shall 
interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connection with the actual conduct of the 
voting. In addition, no delegates will be allowed in or out of the meeting room once the voting 
process has begun. 
 
Rule 52 - Consensus 
 The presiding officer may say that he or she senses the presence of a consensus regarding 
a certain text or language (which he or she then reads) and then will ask if any countries object to 
this wording.  As long as no delegation objects, the text passes by a consensus.  Any 
representative may also request the adoption of an amendment or resolution by consensus at any 
time after closure of debate.  
 
Rule 53 - Division of Draft Resolutions and Amendments 
 A delegate may move that parts of a draft resolution or of an amendment should be voted 
on separately. If objection is made to the request for division, the motion for division shall be 
voted upon. Permission to speak on the motion for division shall be given only to two speakers in 
favor and two against. If the motion for division is carried, those parts of the draft resolution or 
of the amendment which are approved shall then be put to the vote as a whole. If all operative 
parts of the draft resolution or of the amendment have been rejected, the draft resolution or the 
amendment shall be considered to have been rejected as a whole. 
 
Rule 54 - Voting on Amendments 
 When an unfriendly amendment and a draft resolution are moved to a vote, the 
amendment shall be voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved, the voting shall 
begin with the amendment furthest removed in substance from the original draft resolution and 
then on the amendment next furthest removed. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment 
necessarily implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to 
the vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended draft resolution shall then be 
voted upon. 
 



Rule 55 - Voting on Proposals 
 If two or more draft resolutions relate to the same item, votes shall occur on the proposals 
in the order in which they have been submitted. If desired, a member may motion to change the 
voting order on the resolutions before any voting begins.  When this motion is made, the member 
must specify the new voting order proposed.  There will be one speaker in favor and one opposed 
to this motion.  After each vote on a proposal, the members may decide whether to vote on the 
next proposal. 
 
Rule 56 - Equally Divided Votes 
 If a vote is equally divided, a second vote shall be taken at the subsequent meeting. If this 
vote also results in equality, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 
 
 

X. RULE PRIORITIES 
 

Rule 57 - Amending the Rules of Procedure 
 Any member can move to amend these rules of procedure.  Such a motion must be 
seconded by a majority of the members and be approved by two-thirds of the members. 
 
Rule 58 - Final Authority 
 These rules are the official rules for the Model UN. The Secretary-General may issue 
additional rules to cover situations not outlined in these rules. Such additions would be made in 
accords with the principles of the UN Charter and traditional UN practice. The Secretary-General 
is the final interpreter of these rules, the Charter, and all other relevant provisions of international 
law. 


