Political Science 225: The United Nations System
Rules of Procedure for Spring 2008 Simulation

NOTE: Even if you have donea Modd United Nations elsewhere, be sure to carefully review
these procedures since rules can vary across different ssimulations

I. SESSIONS

Rule 1 - Place of Meeting
TheModd United Nationssessionswill meet in the location designaed by the Secretary-
Genedl.

Rule 2 - Opening and Cloang Dates
Thesessonswill open and close onthe dates set forth by the Secretary-General.

II. AGENDA

Rule 3 - Provisional Agenda
The provisiond agenda for the plenay meetings will be drawn up by the Secretary-
Generd in conalltation with the membership of the ruling body.

Rule 4 - Amendnent of Items

Items on the agendamay be amended by the ruling body before the opening session of
debae if approved by a smple magjority of the members present and voting. The Secretary-
Genera mug aso conaur with any change or ddetion. The order of consderation of agenda
items may be changed by a smple mgjority vote.

III. DELEGATIONS

Rule 5- Conpostion

Each Membe State shdl be represented by one ddegae. It is not possible to have
anothe representative or another Member State participate in the ddibeationsand vote on your
behdf.

Rule 6 - Rights andPrivileges of Delegates

Official ddegaes shdl have theright to participae and speak at all meetings In doing so,
each ddegate mug berespectful of other Member States, other ddegaes, the Secretary-Generd,
and the traditions of the United Nations Delegates will be caled to order by the Secretary-
Genera when their behavior shows alack of respect for others.

IV. PRESIDING OFFICERS

Rule 7 - Presiding Officer
Meetingswill be led by the President of the General Assembly, assisted by the Secretary-
Genedl.



Rule 8 - Appointment of Presiding Officer

The presiding officer for each session shdl be appointed by the Secretary-Generd in
conaultation with the members of the ruling body. If the appointed officer is not present at a
meeting, then the Secretary-General will either designde a new presiding officer or perform the
role himself.

Rule 9 - General Powers and Duties of the Presiding Officer
1. The presiding officer shdl preside over the meetingsand, in the exercise of his or her
fundions shdl remain unde the authority of theruling body.

2. The presiding officer shdl declare the opening and clodng of each meeting of the
session, direct the discussionsin plenary meetings ensure observance of these rules, accord the
right to speak, put questionsto the ruling body, determine the need for informal consultations,
and announe decisions

3. The presiding officer shdl rule on points of order and, subject to these rules, shdl have
complete control of the proceedingsat any meeting and over the maintenance of order.

4. The presding officer may, in the course of the discussion of an item, propo® the
limitation of the time to be alowed to speakers, the limitation of the number of times each
ddegation may spesak, the closure of thelist of speakers, or theclosure of thedebae.

5. The presding officer may also propo® the sugppendon of or the adjoumment of the
meeting or theadjoumment of the debae ontheitem unde discussion.

V. SECRETARY-GENERAL

Rule 10- Duties of the Secretary-General
The Secretary-General shdl act in that capacity in al meetings The course instructor will
serve as the Secretary-Genera throughouttheModd United Nationssmulation.

Rule 11 - Assistant Seeretary-General

If the Secretary-General finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any pat
thereof, he shdl designae the Assistant Secretary-Genaga to take his place. The Assistant
Secretary-General acting as Secretary-Genearal shdl have the same powers and duties as the
Secretary-General.

Rule 12 - Statements by the Secretary-General
The Secretary-Genera, or any peson designaed by him as his representatives, may at any
time make either ora or written statements concerning any question unde consderation.

VI. ARENAS
Rule 13- ThePlenary

The plenary shdl be the main forum for ddiberations Due to condraints regarding time
and ddegaion size, the main committees will notbe used.



Rule 14 - Working Groups

In order to bridge contentiousareas, the presiding officer (with the advice of the Secretary-
Genera) may establish smaller working groupsto negotiate specific issues. These groupsmay
fundion during nomal sessionsor meet outside of the official Modd UN site.

Rule 15- Compostion of Working Groups
The compostion of each working group shdl be determined by the presiding officer in
congultation with the Secretary-General.

Rule 16 - Cauaudng

At any time a ddegae or the presiding officer may move to caucus for a specified period
of time (nat exceeding 15 minutes). If approved, this motion will sugpend the formal rules of
procedure and allow ddegaes to discuss theissues at hand in a more informal manne. During
caucudng ddegaes may notleave the meeting room.

VII. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS
Rule 17 - Roll Call and Attendane
Whenever a session begins the presiding officer will read the roger of member countries.
Members who desire to be counted shdl answer oresent and votingOwhen thdr county is
caled.

Rule 18- Quorumfor Meetings

The presiding officer may declare a meeting open and permit debae to proceed when at
least one hdf of the members are present. The presence of a mgjority of the members shdl be
required for any decision to be taken. The Secretary-General may revise the number needed for
aquoum after reasonable attempts to locate chronically absent members have failed.

Rule 19 - Opening Debate

The presiding officer will begin a session by opening a temporary speskers list for the
purpose of debating what topic will bediscussed. At any time during the debae, a motion to set
the topic will bein order. In the event of such a motion, the presiding officer will entertain one
gpeaker in favor and one againg setting that topic. This motion requires a smple majority to
pass. If thismotion carries, debae will be opened on tha topic and no other until aresolution on
tha topic is passed or thereis a motion to pogpore debate untl alater time. If the motionto set
atopic falls, then matters will proceed with thetemporary speakerslist until another such motion
is made If all topics fail, the presiding officer shadl have the discretion to select a topic or
continuedebae.

Rule 20 - Recognition of Delegates
Delegaes should gain the attention of the presiding officer either by sending a note or by
raisingthar handor placard. Thisistruefor all motions the speaker@ list, and voting.

Rule 21 - Speches
No representative may address the meeting without having previoudy obtained the
permission of the presiding officer.



Rule 22 - TheSpaker@ List

The presiding officer shdl call uponspeakers in the order in which delegates signify thar
desire to be on the spesker@ list to address the meeting. It is the responsbility of the chair to
maintain this list and to declare this list closed when so motioned. Once the speaker® list is
exhauded, debde is over and the meeting moves to voting procedures. A simple mgjority voteis
required to close, or re-open, thelist.

Rule 23 - Limit on Speches

A motion may be made to limit or extend the time to be allowed to each speaker or the
number of times each ddegaion may speak on any question. Two ddegaes may speak in favor
and two may speak aganst a proposd limit. When the debae is limited and a delegate exceeds
thedllotted time, the presiding officer shdl call tha ddegaeto order.

Rule 24 - Yields

If time limits are set on a speaker@ time, a speaker may yield any remaining time to the
presiding officer or to another member. Time may aso be yielded to questions from other
ddegaes. If a ddegae declines to ansver a question then the time is yielded to the char. A
ddegae only consumes time while actudly answvering the question.

Rule 25 - Extending the Speaker @ Time

If time limits are set on a speaker@ time and the spesker@ time has expired, another
ddegae may motion to have it extended. This extendgon shdl be granted unless a significant
objection is raised. A significant objection is one-third or more of the members present and
voting. Thetime a speech can be extendad and the maximum number of extendonstha can be
granted will be set by the presiding officer.

Rule 26 - Right of Reply

A member@ right of reply to a scathing or snide speech or comment will be granted at the
presiding officer@ discretion without appeal for a length of time determined by the presiding
officer. Therewill benorights of reply to aright of reply.

Rule 27 - Point of Order

During the discussion of any matter, a ddegae may raise a point of order to point out a
misuse of the rules, which will be immediately decided by the presiding officer in accordance
with the rules of procedure. They take precedence over al othe matters and can be used to
interrupt a spesker if it isunavoidable. A ddegae raising a point of order may not speak on the
subgance of the matter unde discussion. If the presiding officer determines tha points of order
are beng used to disrupt Assembly proceedings he'she may rule tha these should be submitted
in writing.

Rule 28 BPoint of Information

A ddegae may raise a point of information to the presiding officer if they wish to obtain a
clarification of a procedure or matters currently bang discussed. Representatives should not
interrupt a speaker with a pant of information.



Rule 29 BPoint of Inquiry

If representatives are so willing, a the conduson of a speech they may take questions
from the other members. A representative tha wants to ask a question signifies thar intention
by raising a point of inquiry. A point of inqury may not be made untl the speaker has finished
thar remarks and must be made before the speaker yieldsthefloor.

Rule 30 - Appeal of Ruling by the Chair

A ddegae may apped agandg the ruling of the presiding officer. The presiding officer
respondsto the appeal and then the appedl is put to a vote. The presiding officer@ ruling shdl
stand unless overruled by a two-thirdsmajority of the members present and voting.

Rule 31 - Motionsand Seconding

Motionsmay be putforward by any member. The motion mug then be secondel before it
can be consdered. Procedural motions always take precedence ove substantive motions (i.e.
resolutionsand amendments). Unless otherwise indicated, procedural motionsrequire a ssimple
majority for approvd.

Rule 32 - Procedural Motions
The motionsindicated below shall have precedence in the following order over all other
proposls or motionsbefore the meeting:

a. To sugpend the meeting

b. To adjoum the meeting

c. To pogpore thedebae ontheitem unde discussion
d. To close thedebae ontheitem unde discussion

Rule 33- Supenson of the Meeting

During the discussion of any matter, any ddegate may move the sugpenson of the
meeting. When seeking a sugpension of the meeting, a time period for the recess mug be
specified. Such motionsshdl notbedebaed butshdl beimmediately put to thevote,

Rule 34 - Adjournment of the Meeting

During the discussion of any matter, any ddegae may move the adjoumment of the
meeting. This motion meanstha al busness has been completed and the meeting endsfor the
year. The presiding officer may refuse to recognize a motion to adjoum if the body still has
bugness to be completed.

Rule 35 - Adjournment of the Debate

When it becomes necessary to pogponedebae on thetopic for a period of time, amotion
to adjoum debate on thetopic may be made A time period for the pogponanent may or may not
be specified. Permission to speak on the pogponement of the debae shdl be accorded two
speakers in favor and two speakers opposng the podponement, after which the motion shdl be
immediately put to vote. To re-open debate on a podponal topic a ddegae mug cal for a
reconsderation of thetopic (seerule 44).



Rule 36 - Closure of the Debate

During the discussion of any matter, a ddegae may move to end the debae on theitem
unde discussion. In addition to the proposr of the motion, oneddegaion may speak in favor
of, and two agang, the motion, after which the motion shdl immediately be putto avote. This
motion requires a two-thirds mgority to pass.

Rule 37 - Withdrawal of Motion

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposr at any time beore voting on it has
commenced, provided tha the motion has not been amendead. A motion thuswithdrawn may be
reintroduced by any ddegation (indudng theonewho origindly seconde it).

Rule 38 - Decision of Conpetence

The competence of the bodyto act on a paticular issue may be questioned. This motion
may have two speak in favor and two speak aganst, with a majority vote required to pass. If the
bodyrules that it is not competent to discuss an amendment or resolution, then the result is the
same as the adjoumment of debae.

VIII. RESOLUTIONS AND AMENDMENTS

Rule 39 - Format of Draft Resolutions

Draft resolutionsmug follow the format specified in the guiddines on resolution writing
provided. Thus the draft resolution mug contain both a preambulatory section and an opeative
section and have propea formatting across both sections

Rule 40 - Introdudion of Draft Resolutions

Draft resolutions mug be submitted to the Secretary-Genera in writing before they are
introducd into debae. In addition, no draft resolutionswill be discussed unless written copies
have been provided to all ddegaions and the Secretary-General. Findly, each resolution
introducd into debate mug have at least four sponsors whose names should belisted at the top
of thedraft. Notetha a spon®r of aresolution may withdraw higher spon®rship of aresolution
a any time beore voting procedure begins If a resolution is without enough sponsrs,
spon®rship will be offered to any members present, but if no members wish to accept
sponrship then it will be removed from consideation. Note tha a sgnaory may not
necessarily suppot the resolution; they may merely wish to see it debaed. Members may sign
more than oneresolution per topic.

Rule 41 - Introdudion of Amendnents
A motionis consdered to be an amendment if it merely addsto, ddetes from, or revises
pat of thedraft resolution.

Rule 42 - Friendly Amendments

If an amendment is spon®red by al of the states tha sponsred the origind draft
resolution, then the amendment is consdered a Griendly amendmentOand becomes part of the
origind resolution. They are then debated and voted on togeher.



Rule 43 - Unfriendly Amendments

If an amendment is not sponored by al of the states tha sponred the origind
resolution, then the amendment is conddered an Qunfriendly amendment.OSuch an amendment
requires the spon®rship of at least three membes. This second type of amendment does not
become pat of the origind resolution. It is debated and voted on separately from, and always
before, the corresponding draft resolution.

Rule 44 - Debate of Resolutionsand Amendnents

Once each draft resolution or amendment is introduced, they are immediately open for
debae. If more than oneresolution or amendment is unde consderation, they are discussed in
the orde they were introduced. The presiding officer should maintain separate speaker'slists for
each resolution and unfriendly amendment.

Rule 45 - Recongderation of Proposls and Topics

If avote has been taken on a proposl or debae has been adjoumed, a representative may
motion for reconsderation. Two representatives may spesk agang the motion. This motion
requires a two-thirdsmgjority to be approved.

IX. VOTING

Rule 46 - Voting Rights
Each ddegae of aMember State shdl have onevote.

Rule 47 - Majority Vote

The presence of a mgjority of the membe's shdl be requited for a vote to be taken.
Decisionson mog issues shdl be made by a smple mgjority of the members present and voting.
Members which abgain from voting are consdered as not voting (i.e. for the vote to carry a
majority of those voting mug approve).

Rule 48- Important Questions

Decisions of the Assembly on Omportant question®) shdl be made by a two-thirds
majority of the members present and voting. These questionsshal be limited to those listed in
Article 18 of the Chater: recommendaions with respect to the maintenance of internaiond
peace and security, the election of the nonpemanent members of the Security Counal, the
admission of new members to the United Nations, the sugpension of therights and privileges of
membership, expulsion of members, questions relative to the opeation of the trugeeship system,
and budgeary questions as well as amendments to the Chater. Any other questions may be
designaed as Important Questions by a maority vote of the Assembly, with two ddegates
speaking for and two agang before the vote occurs.

Rule 49 - Method of Voting

Voting shdl nomally occur by hand or placard, unless otherwise successfully moved. In
hand/placard voting, all members vote at the same time, with the only permissible votes being
yes, no, and abgain. Procedural motionsare always voted on in this manne and abgentionsare
not allowed on procedural votes.



Rule 50 - Roll Call Voting

On subgantive issues, any ddegae can moveto hold aroll call vote. Themotion mug be
secondel by onethird of the Assembly. Theroll call shdl be taken in the aphéabetical order of
the names of the Member States, beginning with the Member State whose name is randonmly
selected by the presiding officer. The name of each Member State shdl becalled in any roll call,
and its official ddegae should reply yes, yes with explanaion, no, no with explanation, abgain,
or pass. If a Member State passes, then the presiding officer will come back to them after all
others have voted. A second pass will be recorded as an abgention. Explanaionsof votes will
occur after theroll cal has been completed. Explanaionsshould be brief, with the nomal limit
being 30 seconds

Rule 51 - Condud During Voting

After the presding officer has announed the beginning of the vote, no ddegaion shdl
interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connection with the actud condud of the
voting. In addition, no ddegates will be allowed in or out of the meeting room once the voting
process has begun.

Rule 52 - Consenaus

Thepresiding officer may say tha he or she senses the presence of a conseensusregarding
acertain text or language (which he or shethen reads) and then will ask if any counties object to
this wording. As long as no ddegaion objects, the text passes by a conensus Any
representative may also request the adopion of an amendment or resolution by consensusat any
time after closure of debae.

Rule 53 - Division of Draft Resolutionsand Amendments

A ddegae may movetha pats of adraft resolution or of an amendment should be voted
on sepaately. If objection is made to the request for divison, the motion for divison shdl be
voted upon.Permission to speak onthe motionfor divison shdl be given only to two speakersin
favor and two against. If the motion for division is carried, those parts of the draft resolution or
of the amendment which are approved shdl then be put to the vote as a whole. If al opeative
pats of the draft resolution or of the amendment have been regected, the draft resolution or the
amendment shdl be consdered to have been rgjected as awhole.

Rule 54 - Voting on Amendents

When an unfriendly amendment and a draft resolution are moved to a vote, the
amendment shdl be voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved, the voting shal
begin with the amendment furthest removed in subgance from the origind draft resolution and
then on the amendment next furthest removed. Where, however, the adopion of oneamendment
necessarily implies the rglection of another amendment, the latter amendment shdl not be putto
the vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amendeal draft resolution shdl then be
voted upon.



Rule 55 - Voting on Proposls

If two or more draft resolutionsrelate to the same item, votes shdl occur onthe proposls
in the order in which they have been submitted. If desired, a member may motion to changethe
voting order ontheresolutionsbefore any voting begins When this motion is made, the member
mug specify the new voting order proposd. There will be onespesker in favor and oneopposd
to this motion. After each vote on a proposl, the members may decide whether to vote on the
next propos.

Rule 56 - Equaly Divided Votes
If avoteisequdly divided, a secondvote shdl betaken at the subsequent meeting. If this
vote also resultsin equdity, the proposl shdl beregarded as rejected.

X. RULE PRIORITIES

Rule 57 - Amending the Rules of Procedure
Any member can move to amend these rules of procedure. Such a motion mug be
secondeal by a mgjority of themembers and be approved by two-thirds of themembers.

Rule 58 - Final Authority

These rules are the official rules for the Modd UN. The Secretary-General may issue
additiond rules to cover situaionsnot outlined in these rules. Such additionswould be madein
accordswith the prindples of the UN Charter andtraditiond UN practice. The Secretary-Generd
isthefind interpreter of these rules, the Charter, and all other relevant provisionsof internaiond
law.



