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Course Description:

This course provides students with an in-depth undestanding of the United Nations by
combining lectures, discussions and readings with an interactive diplomatic smulation of the
political processes of the United Nations focuang on arange of globd problems. Thefirst two
pats of the course provide students with a materia designed to explain the background,
structure, issues addressed, and procedures of the United Nations The course condudes with
students exploring the United NationsOdecision-making process by taking on the role of a
member-state. Participants will prepare for the session by researching ther counties and
preparing postion papes outining how paticular globd issues should be addressed. Across
several weeks, they will negotiate with thar classmates to create resolutions addressing
subgantive internaiond issues.

Required Reading:

There are three textbooksrequired for this course. In addition, there are readings poded on
electronic reserve a http://eres.library.denison.edu/ (a password will be given in class). Students
are also required to follow theinternationd news relevant to the United Nationson adaly basis.

1. Lawrence Ziring, Roget Riggs and Jack Plano. The United Nations Internatonal
Organization and World Politics. 4th Edition. Harcourt Brace, 2005

2. Jean E. Krasno, Ed. The United Nations Confronting the Challenges of a Global Sodety.
LynneRienna Publishers, 2004.

3. Courtney B. Smith. Politics and Process at the United Nations: The Global Dance. Lynne
Riennea Publishers, 2006.

4. Daily News: Students need to follow current UN actionsin the interndiond arenaon a daly
basis. Students mug sub<ribe to the UN Wire, a free dally summary of UN news stories from
aroundtheworld distributed via e-mail. To sub<ribe, go to http://www.smartbrief.com/un_wire.
Students are also encouraged to read The New York Times, discounted subscriptionsare available
through the bookdore or the pgoer can be read on the web at http://www.nytimes.com, and to
monitor UN news directly at http://www.un.org/News.



Course Requirements:

I. Class participation (20% of course grade)

Class paticipaionisavita part of this course. Before the conference smulation begins students
are expected complete the assigned readings before class and to paticipae in discusson on a
regular basis. During the smulation, students must attend each session and be actively engaged
in the policy-making process.

I1. Examinations (50% of course grade)

A. Midterm Exam (20% of course grade, scheduled for February 13)

The midterm tests studentsCknowledgeof Part | of the course examining the basics of the United
NationsSystem, induding United Nationshistory, structure, and pdlitical process.

B. Final Exam (30% of course grade, in-class portion and take home dueMay 7 at 7:00pm)
Thefind exam will comprise of two pats. For the take-home portion of the exam, students will
write an evaludive pgpe tha demondrates wha they have learned from taking pat in the
conference simulation. Specific topics to be covered in the paper, which in paticular will build
uponthe related Smith reading for this section, will be handed out in class. Students will also
have a separate exam portiontha covers Part |1 of the course onthe United Nationsin action.

[11. Paper Assignments (30% of course grade)

A. Simulation Preparation Paper (20% of course grade, mus beturned in by April 7).

In order to prepare for the Modd United NationsConference Simulation, students are required to
research ther county, the two issues tha will be debaed during the meetings and the county
postionsto be argueal (the issue and county selectionswill be findized in class by the end of
Januay). Thispape covers three sections

Setion|: County Information (3-4 pages, notinduding the CCounty Information ChatQ
¥ Present abrief, basic description of your county@ postion and interests in internaiond
affairs. To hdp prepare this section, you mug fill out the GCounty Information ChartO
(to behanded out in class) and attach this at the end of your paper.
¥ Providebackgroundof your couniry@ past rolein the United Nationsin general.
¥ Detal your country@ specific efforts to address the two issues for the simulation, both
throughthe United Nationsand in other ways.

Seetion I1: CPublicOPostion Papes’ (2-3 pages for each issue)
This patt of the paper provides a statement of your county(@ postion on theissue and serves as
thebasis for negotiating with other ddegates. Youwill write two distina postion papers, onefor
each issue to be debaed at the conference. You may adapt the postion papes for puldic
speeches in the General Assembly or share a version with other ddegaes so that they are clearly
informed regarding your postion. Each postion paper should indudethefollowing:
¥ A brief statement on your county@ current genera postion ontheissue
¥ A clear explanaion of wha the United Nationshas already doneto address this issue (be
sure to provide specific UN doauments - such as previousresolutions treaties, statements
by UN officias or representatives, the Charter - to suppot this discussion).
¥ Specific options for action that your county suppots in order to address the issue
(provide a minimum of three action items, with deails to explain and suppot each
recommenddion).

! Ingructionsfor the QpublicOpostion paper are adapted from the American Modd United
NationsRules and Procedures Handbook available at http://amun.org/
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Remember, as AMUN emphasizes, Ga well written public postion paper is not about your
county, butrather aboutwhat your county would like to accomplish on thetopics of discussion
in each simulation. Thus your puldic postion pgoe's should not talk about the problems facing
your county, but rathe the problems facing the internationd communityO (Rules and
Procedures, p. 17).

Section |11: Draft Resolutions

Theultimate god of theModd UN simulationis to pass resolutionsaddressing theissue. Thus
you also need to formulate your ideas in the form of two draft resolutions(onefor each issue).
You may draw on the material employed in your postion pgoes, but the resolutions should
strictly follow prope resolution formatting. Further indructions for condrucing a draft
resolution, induding a sample draft resolution, adapted from American Modd United NationsO
(AMUN) Rules andProcedures Handbookwill behanded out separately in class.

Note: To complete the simulation prepaation paper, students mug do research outsde of the
class readings In addition, students should contact the permanent mission of ther county at the
UN. Students mug carefully cite all information ganed from outside sources usng footote
citation format and should list all sources used in a bibliography at the end of the pgper. Please
note tha web-based sources are acceptable, but mug NOT be the sole source of information for
the pgper and mug be carefully cited as well. If there are any questionsregarding prope citation
techniqueplease see theingructor.

B. Literature Review Paper (worth 10% total of course grade, mug be turned in by April 28,
butpgoesturned in earlier are bath accepted and strongly encouraged!)

In order to explore a paticular subject connected to the United Nationsin more depth, students
will undetake areview of related literature. Students have two options: (1) condud a review of
a single book or (2) conduct an integrated review of three related articles/book chepters from
different volumes.

A literature review proposl mug be submitted for approvd by the indructor no later than
Februay 20. This propos should provide a full citation for each book or article, a one
paragraph description of each scholarly work, and a phoboopy of a book® table of contents or
thefirst page of an article with the abdract (i.e. you mug have the material in hand). Failure to
turn in a proposl on time will lead to an autometic oneletter grade dedudion from the find

paper.

The pagper should beminimum of 5 pagesin length. Be sure to address thefollowing:

¥ Wha are the main arguments presented?

¥ How arethearguments suppoted?

¥ Criticaly evaluae the scholarly work; issues tha you might address indude Are the
arguments well presented and propealy suppoted? Are you convinced by the author(s)
tha thar arguments are correct? Wha are the strengths of the scholarly work? What are
the shortcomingsof the scholarly work?

¥ Building out of your critique in your opinion wha should further literature on this
subject addressin order to build our undestanding in this area?



Grading: As stated in The College of Wooger Catalogue letter grades are defined as.

QA rangeQ  indicates an outstanding performance in which there has been distinguished
achievement in al phases of thecourse

B ranged  indicates a goodperformance in which there has been a high level of achievement
in some phases of the course

QCranged  indicates an adequate performance in which a basic undestanding of the subject
has been demongrated

M ranged  indicates aminimal peformance in which despite recognizable deficiendes there
isenoughto merit credit

ForNC indicates unsatisfactory performance

Course Policies:

1. Remember, while students will be working together during the smulation to arrive at joint
resolutions individuds are responsble for researching and writing ther own separate papers.
Plagiarism is a seriousoffense and will betreated as such. References must be clearly cited in
the research. Work done by other students or work done previoudy for other classes is adso
unacceptable. Students who plagiarize will automatically fail the course and could be subject to
further academic disciplinay action. If there are any questions regarding propa academic
behavior please see the professor or refer to the GCodeof Academic IntegrityOin The Smt@ Key
(available at http://www.woodger.edu/policies/scotskey.pdf).

2. Exam make-upswill only be alowed in extreme circumstances, such as a severe illness or
desth of a close member of the family. A makeup exam will be administered only if the student
contacts theingructor before the exam and has documentation to suppot his or her excuse.

3. There will be no extensons given for the pgper deadlines. Students handing in a late pgper
will have oneletter grade deduded for every day tha the pgoer islate AND papers will only be
accepted in this manne with prior pemission from theingructor.



COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:

Part |. The United NationsSystem

Januay 14:  Introdudionto class )
Jean E. Krasno, O'he UN Landscape An Overview,Opp. 3-17 (in Krasno)

Januay 16:  United NationsHistorical Background )
Ziring, Chapter 1, O'he United Nationsin Historical Perspective,Opp. 1-28

Jean E. Krasno, Grounding the United Nations An Evolutionay Process,Opp. 19-45
(in Krasno)

January 21and 23:  United NationsStructure )
Ziring, Chapter 2, Q.egd Framework, Inditutiond Structures, and Financia RealitiesO
pp. 31-72; Plus skim for reference, O he UN CharterOpp. 535556
Smith, Chapter 6, GFormal Arenas. The Structures of Decisionmeking Opp. 141-186

Orhelnternationd Organisationsin SwitzerlandQ(on reserve)

Januay 28: IssueReview *SELECT COUNTRIES AND ISSUES
Ziring, Chapter 3, Orhe UN Political Process,Opp. 74-129

Smith, pp. 32-41 on permanent missiondddegaionsand 207-222 onvoting

Januay 30:  United NationsPolitical Process: An Overview
Smith, Chapter 3, AGroupsand Blocs,Opp. 53-78

Joseph E. Schwartzberg, (Revitalizing the United Nations Reform Through Weighted
VotingQ(executive summary handout full doaument on reserve)

Jochen Prantl and Jean E. Krasno, Onformal Groupsof Member States,Opp. 311-357
(in Krasno)

February 4: Civil Sodety qnd the United Nations )
Smith, Chapter 5, CCivil Sodety and thePrivate Sector,Opp.109-138

Review Ziring, pp. 79-83

Februay 6:  Politics and the Secretariat )
Ziring, Chapter 4, QPolitics and the UN Secretariat,Opp.133164

Smith, Chapter 4, Orhe Secretariat and the Secretary-General,Opp. 79-108

Kent Kille, Chapter 2, O'he Secretary-Generalship: The Individud Behind the OfficeO
and Chapter 3, QA Secretary-General@ Avenues for Influence,Opp. 7-66 (on reserve)



February 11: Finanang the United Nations )
Jeffrey Laurenti, G-inanang the United NationsOpp. 271-309(in Krasno)

Gert Rosenthd, Orhe Scale of Assessments of the UN Budge: A Case Study of How the
United States Exercises Its Leveragein aMultilateral Setting,Opp. 353372 (onreserve)

Review Ziring, pp.65-72
February 13: MIDTERM

Part I1. The United Nationsin Action

February 18: Promoting Internationd Peace and Security )
Ziring, Chapter 6, O he Settlement of Internationd Disputes,Opp. 264321

Sadeko Ogata and Johen Cels, (Human Security - Protecting and Empowering the
People, 0273280 (onreserve)

S. Neil MacFarlane and Y uen FoongKhong, GHuman Security and the UN: A CritiqueO
pp. 225259 (onreserve)

February 20: Collective Security and Peacekeeping *Last Day turn in Lit. Review Proposal
Ziring, Chapter 5, Gsecurity ThroughCollective Action Opp. 167-261

Jean E. Krasno, Oro End the Scourge of War: The Story of UN Peacekeeping,O
pp. 225-268(in Krasno)

February 25: Peacebuilding
Allen G. Sens Urrom Peace-keeping to Peace-building: The United Nationsand the
Chdlengeof Intrastate War,Opp. 141-160(onreserve)

Michael W. Doyle and Nicholas Sambanis, OntrodudionOand GCondusonsO from
Making War and Building Peace: United Nations Peace Operations pp. 1-26 and 334
351 (onreserve)

Robin Ludwig, Free and Fair Elections Letting the People Decide,Opp. 115133
(in Krasno)

February 27: Terrorism
Edward C. Luck, CAnother Reluctant Belligerent: The United Nations and the War on
Terrorism,Opp. 95106 (onreserve)

Monika Heupd, QAdapting to Transnaiond Terrorism: The UN Security Coundl@
Evolving Approach to Terrorism,Opp. 477-499 (on reserve)

Stanley Foundaion, Omplementation of the UN Globd Counterterrorism Strategy,Opp.
2-43 (onreserve)

For Reference: Boutros Boutros-Ghdi, Orhe United Nations and Comprehensive Legd
Measures for combating Internaiond Terrorism,Opp. 287-304 (onreserve)
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March 3: Economic Development
* Guest lecture by TA Anecb Shaif

Ziring, Chapter 10, Promoting Econonic Development,Opp. 470-512

Jacques Fomerand, QAgent of Change? The United Nationsand Devel opment,O
pp.163 191 (in Krasno)

Karen A. Mingd and Margaret P. Karns, (Economic Development and Environmental
Sudainability,Opp. 133-165(onreserve)

March 5: Environmental Protection and Sugtaineble Development
Ziring, pp. 431-436 section Orhe EnvironmentO

Patricia M. Mische and Mauricio Andres Ribeiro, (Ecological Security and the United
NationsSystem,Opp. 315356 (onreserve)

Karen A. Mings and Margaret P. Karns, (Protection of the Environment,Opp. 212227
(onreserve)

March 10-21: NO CLASS — SPRING BREAK
March 24: Fundiond Coopeation )
Ziring, Chapter 9, (boda and Technica CoopeaationOpp. 397-404, 422-431and 436
465.
UNHCR, (Helping Refugees: An Introdudionto UNHCRO(on reserve)
March 26: Negotiation in theUnited NationsGeneral Assembly
Selectionsfrom video series The United Nations General Assembly: UN Experts on GA
Procedure and Working With Refugees
March 31 & April 2: Self-Determinaionand Human Rights

Ziring, Chapter 8, Orhe Revolution of Self-DeterminaionOpp. 373394 and Chapter 9
section on human rights, pp. 404422

Charles Norchi, Human Rights: A Globd Common Interest,Opp. 79-114 (in Krasno)

Thomes G. Weiss, et d., Orhe United Nationsand Applying Human Rights StandadsO
pp.165218(onreserve)



Part I11. Modd United NationsConference Simulation
*Remembe tha attendance is mandaory at al conference sessions

In conjunaion with the smulation, students should read thefollowing:
Smith, Chapter 2, Vlember States and Delegates,Opp. 19-51
Chapter 8, Onformal Networking: The Persond SideOpp. 223-245
Chapter 9, CBirategies of Influence: Postiond, Persond, and Procedural,Opp. 247-273

April 7: Preparing for the Conference Simulation
*Final day to hand in Simulation Preparation Paper

Smith, Chapter 7, ecision Rules and Parliamentary Procedures,Opp. 187-222

Review Rules of Procedure to be used for in-class simulation
*Be prepared to set theagendafor the conference today as areview of rules of procedure

April 9: Conference Session #1
*Hand in text of speech for topic #1

April 14: Conference Session #2
April 16: Conference Session #3

April 21: Conference Session #4
*Estimated date to hand in speech for topic #2

April 23: Conference Session #5

April 28: Conference Session #6
*Final day to turn in Literature Review Paper

April 30: Conference Review and Future of the United Nations )
Ziring, Chapter 12, O'he United Nationsand the Twenty-First Century,Opp. 515531

Edward C. Luck, QReforming the United Nations Lessonsfrom a History in Progress,0
pp. 359397 (in Krasno)

Smith, Chapter 10, Ohe United Nationsand Compliance,Opp. 277-293

FINAL EXAM: Wednesday May 7 at 7:00pm



