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GLOBALIZATION,
rapidly growing infor-
mation and communications technologies,
and the hegemony of neo-liberal ideology in-
troduce new dimensions to the perennial
challenge of having to justify liberal educa-
tion as a rational, responsible undertaking in a
democratic society. Private institutions are
forced to market their wares to an increasingly
consumerist public unwilling to pay a very
high price for something whose “value” is not
tightly linked to a high-paying job upon grad-
uation, while public institutions are increas-
ingly controlled by legislatures primarily con-
cerned with tax cuts and demonstrable
efficiency in public spending.

Liberal Education: New Formulations of
Traditional Conflicts

While we ourselves attended and teach at pri-
vate liberal arts colleges and strongly support
areconfigured version of their traditional mis-
sion, we recognize and value the proliferation
of multiple types of institutions that serve the
needs of different kinds of students and of life-
long learning. There is a continuum of insti-
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