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comfortable with multiple perspectives. Nuss- 
baum believes stronglv that local or national 

Towards a Geoethics of Citizenship 
ONE OF THE DISTINGUISHING FEATURES of lib- 
eral education in the U.S. has been its com- 
mitment to preparing students to be citizens. 
This aspect of our mission is based on the no- 
tion that citizens in a democracy need to have 
the necessary information and both critical 
and deliberative reasoning skills in order to 
make good decisions as members of their soci- 
eties. As we argued in Globalizing Knowledge, 
the present conditions of life on our planet 

s have made it impossi- 
ble to separate being a 

member of American society from being a citi- 
zen of the world (Cornwell and Stoddard 1999). 

To emphasize globality is not to say that lo- 
cal relations do not matter. All people live, 
speak, work, vote, and shop in economic and 
political localities that, while linked and situ- 
ated globally, are instantiated and governed 
locally. The civic mandate of liberal education 
is to develop in students the deepest knowledge 
base and the highest degree of critical indepen- 
dence possible to undergird informed, socially 
responsible judgments as voters, parents, con- 
sumers, professionals. 

The ideal of global citizenship as a goal of 
liberal education has been advocated by the 
philosopher, Martha Nussbaum, in two books, 
For Love of Country: Debating the Limits of 
Patriotism (1996), and Cultivating Humanity 
(1997). Illustrated by case studies of various 
colleges and universities, Cultivating Humanity 
is an extended argument for the responsibility 
of liberal education to educate students who 
are sufficiently experienced in the ways of di- 
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identities should no; be held with blind com- 
mitment, but subject to critical, rational eval- 
uation and comparison with the loyalties and 
needs of others. Part of what we will do in this 
essay is examine some refinements on Nuss- 
baum's concept of cosmopolitanism, as we 
make a case for a praxis sufficient to the 
claims of global citizenship.' 

By the title "Peripheral Visions" we mean to 
invoke a cluster of related commitments. 
"Visions" alludes on a very concrete level to 
the need for knowledge on which to base judg- 
ments and actions. But it also suggests the 
more visionary or prophetic side of knowledge, 
called for as the world becomes both more dis- 
persed and more interconnected, more visible 
and more mystified through the rapid, global 
circulation of news, images, commodities, cap- 
ital, and labor. "Visions" also suggests the per- 
spectival element of knowledge, the way things 
look completely different from different loca- 
tions or different points of view. 

"Peripheral" carries further the role of mul- 
tiple perspectives, continuing the metaphor of 
physical sight, with attention to what hap- 
pens at the margins. The metaphor functions 
doubly by alluding to the language of empire 
and world systems, which map global locations 
into center or core versus periphery or mar- 
gins. The overdeveloped, powerful, wealthy 
nations of the world are the center while the 
poor, dispossessed, underdeveloped nations 
are at the periphery of the global capitalist 
system. Under contemporary globalization, 
the distinction between core and periphery 
operates within as well as between nations. 
For example, Native Americans are an inter- 
nal periphery within the center that is the 
United States. 

In this essay we will be exploring competing 
notions of citizenship and belonging. We 
will be talking about the interdependence of 
epistemology and ethics, knowledge and 
















